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Featuring your Service Branch Name and Emblem laser engraved on the handle 
as a permanent reminder of your service to Country

The most popular sized case, 

3-1/2" closed, is perfect to carry 

in your pocket and provides three 

most practical and useful 

blade sizes. 

American Military Service Men 
and Women have carried traditional 

wooden handled, three-bladed pocket knives 
for generations during periods of war and peace.

We are pleased to create and issue our own version 

of this popular knife, handcrafted with a two-toned 

polished wooden handle, strong riveted case and three

honed stainless steel blades in the preferred clip, spey

and sheepfoot shapes. Satisfaction is guaranteed or

return within 30 days for replacement or refund –

no questions asked. Order yours today and 

others as gifts for family, friends and 

fellow Veterans.

$29.50*
Only�

�
per Knife

MAIL TO: Veterans Commemoratives™,  
Two Radnor Corp. Ctr., Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599

YES! I wish to order ______ qty.  U.S. Military 

Service Emblem Knives at $29.50* each. 
Please send my FREE American Flag Pin.
(For multiple orders please use a separate sheet of paper.)

SERVICE BRANCH:
Army  Navy  Air Force  Marine Corps

I WISH TO PAY IN FULL AS FOLLOWS:

Enclosed is my check or money order payable
to “Veterans Commemoratives” for $______ OR,

Charge my Credit Card  $_______ 

CREDIT CARD: Exp. Date:____/____

CC#: ________________________________

Visa     MasterCard     AMEX     Discover  

Signature: ____________________________

SHIPPING ADDRESS: (We cannot ship to P.O. Boxes)
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Name: ______________________________

Address: ____________________________

City:_____________ State:____Zip: ________

Phone #: (______)______________________

Email:________________________________
*Plus $7.95 per knife for engraving, shipping & handling. 
*PA residents add 6% state sales tax.
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FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY GIFTS AND COLLECTIBLES VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES™ ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM

MAIL TO: Veterans Commemoratives™,  
Two Radnor Corp. Ctr., Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599

YES! I wish to order a Diamond Service Branch
Watch featuring my Birthstone and Monogram, 
as follows: Please send my FREE American Flag Pin.

Army  Navy  Air Force  

Marine Corps Coast Guard   

NOT SHOWN: Merchant Marine Seabee

Birthstone Mo. (1): ________ Monogram (1): ___

Initials Desired (3): ______    ______    ______   

Years of Service: ___________  to ___________ 

Post Number: _____________

I WISH TO PAY IN FULL AS FOLLOWS:

Enclosed is my check or money order payable to:
“Veterans Commemoratives” for $125* per watch OR,

Charge my Credit Card  $125* per watch as follows:

CREDIT CARD:  Exp. Date:____/____

CC#:__________________________________
Visa      MasterCard      AMEX      Discover  

Signature:______________________________
SHIPPING ADDRESS: (We cannot ship to P.O. Boxes)
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

Name: ________________________________

Address: ______________________________

City:_____________ State:____Zip: ________

Phone #: (______) ______________________

Email: ________________________________
*Plus $14.95 per watch for engraving, shipping & handling. 
*PA residents add 6% state sales tax.
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These exclusive watches have personalized features
not found anywhere at any price:

• Special dials, minted like fine coins, capture every detail of your Service
Branch Emblem and include a genuine Diamond at 12 O’clock.

• Unique Dress Bracelet customized with four of your birthstones and 
your monogram within a circle of stars.

• Case back engraved with your initials, years of
service and Post Number.

• Precision Quartz Movement for years of 
accurate timekeeping.

• Satisfaction guaranteed 100% or return within 30 days for
replacement or refund. So, order today with confidence. 

TO HONOR YOUR SERVICE TO COUNTRY

EXCLUSIVE U.S. MILITARY

BIRTHSTONE WATCHES
Personalized with Your Birthstones, Monogram, Initials and Service Years

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

GARNET AMETHYST AQUAMARINE ZIRCON EMERALD PEARL RUBY PERIDOT SAPPHIRE ROSE GOLDEN BLUE

ZIRCON SAPPHIRE ZIRCONBIRTHSTONES ARE SIMULATED FOR CONSISTENT SIZE AND CLARITY. NAMES REFER TO COLOR.

ARMY shown at left with Ruby Birthstones.

AIR FORCE MARINE CORPS COAST GUARDNAVY

CALL TOLL-FREE: 1-800-255-3048 Mon - Fri from 9am - 5pm EST  Have Credit Card Ready.
FREE FLAG PIN
with Every Order!
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 Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) 
FOR A NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION.

        

  DIAGNOSED WITH  

MESOTHELIOMA?

 IT’S TIME TO 

RETURN FIRE.

TURN TO FELLOW 

VETERANS.

 As former Marines and Sailors, we served 

together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, 

we’ll fi ght this disease with you today. 

Attorneys at Coady Law fi rm have successfully 

represented veterans in Mesothelioma claims 

nationwide for two decades. We’ve helped 

them understand their rights—and secured 

millions for their families in just compensation.

Trust in the experience of shipmates who 

served with you. Contact the Coady Law Firm. 

Receive a FREE, no obligation consultation.

 Bud Coady
Harvard, 1979

USMC, 1979-89, 1991

Gulf War Veteran

Attorney at Law

 Dave Fanikos
 Harvard, 1985

USMC 1986-1989

Attorney at Law
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 The DR® LEAF and LAWN VACUUM 
turns your riding mower into a 
powerful yard clean-up machine!

 VACUUMS leaves, grass clippings, 
and other debris from your lawn using an 
incredible 85 mph suction force!

SHREDS most everything it vacuums. 
Reduces the volume of leaves by 90%.

CHIPS fallen tree branches and prunings 
up to 2" thick with a built-in chipper.

TOLL-FREE

877-788-4074
DRleafvac.com

Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog!
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N5339

Special introductory offer on this 
dazzling 6-coin set — now over three 
decades old this 1981 proof set has true 

ings and mirror backgrounds. U.S. Mint 
Set: $10.95 

(#44305). 3 for $29.85 ($9.95 each).  NO 

COINS SENT. 30-Day No-Risk Home 
Examination: Money-Back Guarantee. 

International Coins & Currency

     1-800-451-4463
www.iccoin.com/n5339

HUGE 48% 
SAVINGS!

U.S. 1981 Proof Set, 
As low as $9.95

FREE
Shipping
with code 
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Doug Wissing apparently isn’t 
aware that Cornell University is 
in the Ivy League. Cornell is a 
land-grant college and has had 
an ROTC program since its 
inception. I took the course as a 
freshman in 1944, served in 
Germany as a rifl eman in the 
16th Infantry Regiment, then 
came back to continue my 
education and get my commis-
sion in 1951. I then served in 
Korea with the 780th Field 
Artillery Battalion, seeing 
action as a battery offi cer and 
then battalion adjutant. I met 
many Cornell ROTC offi cers 
who served with distinction.

Considering that Cornell had 
a thriving program during both 
world wars, Korea, Vietnam and 
the current confl icts in the Near 
East, I suspect Big Red has 
produced more ROTC offi cers 
than any of the other Ivy 
League institutions featured.

 – Karl J. Van Valkenburgh, 

West Granby, Conn.

I appreciate that you could 
not mention every college and 
university with famous ROTC 
alumni, but what about Villa-
nova University? Who else could 

have had the fl eet admirals of 
both the Atlantic (William J. 
Fallon) and the Pacifi c (Walter 
F. Doran) fl eets in charge 
simultaneously? Fallon and 
Doran were classmates at 
Villanova and were both 
commissioned as ensigns 
through the Villanova NROTC. 
The school – or Annapolis 
North, as it is affectionately 
known – has done an outstand-
ing job with its program.

  – Ken Gerg, Emporium, Pa.

I was very pleased to read the 
article on ROTC, being a 
product of that program at 
Princeton. It was able to main-
tain a presence on campus 
throughout the turbulent 1970s 
and 1980s, and has been a 
consistent program at Princeton 
since 1919. It maintained a 
branch-oriented affi liation with 
fi eld artillery until around 1960, 
when it converted to a general 
military science curriculum. 
Today Princeton’s ROTC enjoys 
an excellent rapport with the 
administration and growing 
enrollment, including satellite 
schools.

 – J.A. Barton Campbell, Richmond, Va.

‘The Return of ROTC’
I was pleased to read the article by Doug 

Wissing (January). I fought as a private fi rst class 

in the battles of southern France and the Vosges 

mountains in World War II. I was captured by the 

Germans and survived a slave labor camp where 

 of  prisoners died of starvation. 

After I was discharged as a corporal in 

December , I was accepted as a student at 

the University of Massachusetts at Fort Devens. 

During my junior year, I transferred to the 

Amherst campus and joined ROTC. I was 

extremely proud when I graduated as a second 

lieutenant in the Armored Cavalry reserve in 

June . I was discharged with the rank of fi rst 

lieutenant in .

I have always supported ROTC in high schools and colleges, and I admire 

everyone who has graduated from an ROTC program.

– Theodore Jenkins, Hanover, Pa.
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So the Ivy League is kind 
enough to welcome back ROTC, 
after four decades of showing 
the back of its hand? Forgive me 
if I’m not grateful. We are 
fi nishing a decade-long counter-
insurgency. The military desper-
ately needed worldly, brilliant 
young men and women to lead 
our counterintelligence fi ghts 
and “boots on the ground” 
cultural outreach in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The Ivy League is 
chock full of those young minds. 
Unfortunately, too many facul-
ties stood on principle – e.g., 
opposition to “don’t ask, don’t 
tell” – instead of pitching in. 
They had their priorities, and 
victory wasn’t one of them. 

Fortunately, though, we didn’t 
need them. Our state university 
ROTC programs, OCS and the 
military academies produced 
top-notch leaders, as they always 
have. I commend Ivy League 
ROTC faculty and students who 
answer their nation’s call, even 
though, to this day, a not insig-
nifi cant number of their profes-
sors view them as something 
akin to untouchables.

 – Donald Smith, Tucson, Ariz.

In the sidebar about celebrities 
who are ROTC products, it was 
reported that Kirk Douglas was a 
member at Notre Dame in 1944. 
I believe this is a mistake. He 
graduated from St. Lawrence 
University in New York in 1939. 

 – Robert J. Stolarik, Fort Myers, Fla.

Editor’s note: Following his time 
at St. Lawrence, Douglas com-
pleted midshipman training at 
Notre Dame in 1942 and was 
commissioned as an ensign.

‘Why We Went to War in 

Vietnam’

When I read this article, I was 
surprised, amazed, disappointed 
and amused at what I never 
knew as a soldier just barely 18. 
My whole reason for being in 
Vietnam was God, country and 
apple pie. I had no vision beyond 
the end of my nose as to what 
was really going on in the war or 
in the world. Michael Lind 
opened my eyes and mind to a 
whole new perspective on my 
time in the service.

I was wounded twice and am 
now 100-percent disabled, as 
were most of my company and 
squad members. I thank Lind for 
his article, and the brave men 
who were with me in the 1st 
Infantry Division, 26th Regi-
ment, Charlie Company. 

 – Bob Bond, Orland, Ind.

Michael Lind’s thesis of a 
proxy war is interesting and very 
attractive to Vietnam veterans 
because it provides some mean-
ing for all the deaths and injuries 
that took place. My concern is 
that it seems like a made-up, 
after-the-fact rationalization of 
the reason for sending so many 
thousands of young men into a 
senseless war with no strategic 
plan for success. 

“In Retrospect,” Robert McNa-
mara’s 1996 mea culpa, mentions 
nothing about a proxy war. Is it 
possible that approximately 
16,000 Americans died up until 
he left his position as secretary 
of defense in 1968, and yet he 
knew nothing about the proxy 
war? Or that he knew but 
remained silent? 

 – James A. Ralston, Memphis, Tenn.

While Michael Lind’s research 
and historical facts may be 
accurate, I do not agree with his 
interpretation. The United States 
lost the Vietnam War because 
we did not fi ght it like a war 
should be fought: to win. 

 – Zack Rinderer, Kennewick, Wash.

I thought this article was very 
interesting and insightful, but 
Ngo Dinh Diem was assassinated 
Nov. 2, 1963, not in 1960.

 – Wayne McCaughey, Oakland, Md.

While the Paris Peace Confer-
ence was convening in 1919, a 
young Vietnamese man working 
in a London hotel asked to see 
President Woodrow Wilson. He 
was seeking the right of self-
determination for the people of 
Vietnam. His request to submit 
proposals was denied. His name 
was Nguyen, later known as Ho 
Chi Minh.

 – David Leo Uelmen, Mequon, Wis.

‘Honor, Remember, Explore’

I thought your readers might 
be interested in a video produced 
by the Association of the United 
States Army titled “Arlington 
National Cemetery: Honor 
Restored,” a 14-minute overview 
of the complete organizational 
evolution that restored Arlington 
to its rightful place of honor. The 
video can be found on AUSA’s 
website, www.ausa.org.

 – Gen. Gordon R. Sullivan, president, AUSA

Correction: In January’s Big 
Issues, the column by U.S. Rep. 
Mike Rogers, R-Mich., mistak-
enly included a photo of Rep. 
Mike Rogers, R-Ala. We regret 
the error.

THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 

Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verifi cation. All letters published are subject to editing.
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged.

The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206
magazine@legion.org
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Iwasn’t looking for trouble. I sat in a café, sipping my espresso
and enjoying the quiet. Then it got noisy. Mr. Bigshot 

rolled up in a roaring high-performance Italian sports car,
dropping attitude like his $14,000 watch made it okay for
him to be rude. That’s when I decided to roll up my sleeves
and teach him a lesson.

“Nice watch,” I said, pointing to his and holding up mine.
He nodded like we belonged to the same club. We did, but
he literally paid 100 times more for his membership.
Bigshot bragged about his five-figure purchase, a luxury
heavyweight from the titan of high-priced timepieces. 
I told him that mine was the Stauer Corso, a 27-jewel
automatic classic now available for only $179. And just
like that, the man was at a loss for words.     

Think of Stauer as the “Robin Hood of Watchmakers.” We
believe everyone deserves a watch of uncompromising precision,
impressive performance and the most elegant styling. You deserve
a watch that can hold its own against the luxury classics for a frac-
tion of the price. You’ll feel the quality as soon as you put it on your
wrist. This is an expertly-crafted time machine... not a cry for attention.    

Wear a mechanical masterpiece for only $179! Our customers
have outgrown the need to show off. They have nothing to prove;
they already proved it. They want superb quality and astonishing
value. And that’s exactly what we deliver.

The Stauer Corso is proof that the worth of a watch doesn’t depend on the size
of its price tag. Our factory spent over $40 million on Swiss-made machinery to
insure the highest quality parts. Each timepiece takes six months and over 200
individual precision parts to create the complex assembly. Peer through the 
exhibition back to see the 27-jeweled automatic movement in action and you’ll
understand why we can only offer the Corso in a limited edition of 14,999. 

Our specialty is vintage automatic movements. The Corso is driven by a self-
winding design, inspired by a 1923 patent. Your watch will never need batteries.
Every second of power is generated by the movement of your body. The dial 
features a trio of complications including a graphic day/night display. The Corso
secures with a two-toned stainless steel bracelet and is water-resistant to 3 ATM.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Test drive the Stauer Corso. If you don’t
love it, send it back within 30 days and we’ll refund every dollar of your purchase
price. Spending more doesn’t make you smarter. But saving thousands on a watch
this stunning will leave you feeling (and looking) like a genius! 

27-jeweled Vertex automatic movement  -  Interior dials  -  Transparent caseback  -  Dual-toned stainless steel case and bracelet band fits wrists 6 ½"–9"

A Stauer Exclusive Not Sold in Stores

Ostentatious Overpriced Competitors Price $14,575.00

Stauer’s Corso Timepiece......... only $179 +S&P

PLUS receive our Stauer Flyboy Optics™ Sunglasses FREE— a $99 value!

Call now to take advantage of this fantastic offer with our 30-day money back guarantee.

1-800-859-1626
Promotional Code CSW304-03
Please mention this code when you call.

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. CSW304-03

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337
www.stauer.com

Stauer®

Limited
Edition…

Order Today!

How to Outsmart

a Millionaire
Only the “Robin Hood of Watchmakers” can steal

the spotlight from a luxury legend for under $200!

Exclusive
OFFER!

Order the Stauer
Corso and these
Stauer Flyboy

Optics™ Sunglasses
(a $99 value) are

yours FREE!

Polarized with 

UV protection

Scan for additional
information on the 
Corso Timepiece Rating of A+

ADVERTISEMENT
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The post-9/11 generation of U.S. military veterans has not exactly 
come home to a sizzling economy. America’s slow recovery from reces-
sion has made unemployment a major issue across the country during 
the past fi ve years. For veterans, especially those who are young and 
newly discharged from service in the global war on terrorism, the 
problem has been even more severe.

In late 2011, unemployment for veterans ages 18 to 24 was bumping 
up against 30 percent, and overall veteran unemployment was 13.1 per-
cent, both signifi cantly higher than that of the general population. The 
American Legion, as it has since the doughboys came home looking for 
jobs after World War I, is working tirelessly to improve the employment 
picture for today’s veterans, and progress is being made.

By December 2012, unemployment among that youngest group of 
veterans had fallen more than seven points, to 22.7 percent. The overall 
veteran unemployment rate fell more than two points, to 10.8 percent, 
over the same year.

Veteran unemployment continues to exceed that of the general popula-
tion, but I am confi dent that the gap will continue to close and rates will 
continue to decline. The Legion’s collaborations with the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce’s Hiring Our Heroes program, along with career events by 
RecruitMilitary, LLC, Military.com, and others are putting veterans to 
work and simultaneously contributing to the nation’s economic recovery.

The American Legion has taken the fi ght to Washington. We’ve led 
the charge to pass legislation that provides tax credits to businesses that 
hire veterans. We’ve also worked with government employers, the Team-
sters and industry associations to fi nd ways to transfer military experi-
ence into credits toward certifi cation and licensing in a variety of trades 
and specialized professions.

In 2012, The American Legion organized or was directly involved 
with more than 200 veteran career events nationwide, more than ever. 
Employers like Microsoft, Amazon.com and Walmart do not just give 
veterans jobs at these events. They put veterans on career paths. An 
estimated 7,000 veterans became employed through Hiring Our Heroes 
job fairs last year.

American Legion posts at the local level contribute facilities, promo-
tions and volunteers at job fairs across the country. According to the 
Legion’s Consolidated Post Report (with only about 62 percent report-
ing), more than 900 posts had veteran career events last year. In addi-
tion to the thousands hired at these events, more than 1,000 others were 
placed in job-training programs.

As they come home from combat theaters in the Middle East, and from 
duty stations around the world, our newest veterans deserve nothing 
less than an opportunity to make a decent living. Many were recruited 
into the military on such prospects. Over the past decade, Legionnaires 
have told employers that the most disciplined, team-oriented and 
dedicated workers on the market are veterans. Finally, statistics are 
starting to show that the employers are getting the message.

National Commander 

James E. Koutz
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Hard work paying off on veterans job front

MEMORANDA

CAREER FAIR CALENDAR

The American Legion provides a 

thorough list of career fairs off ered 

by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 

Military.com and RecruitMilitary, 

LLC, on the national website. 

 www.legion.org/careers/

jobfairs

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US

In March , U.S. troops still 

stationed in France after the end 

of World War I gathered for a 

meeting to boost morale. That 

assembly turned into the historic 

Paris Caucus that established the 

framework for what would 

become The American Legion. 

Posts everywhere celebrate The 

American Legion Birthday this 

month and are invited to share 

their stories on the redesigned 

Legiontown USA website.

 www.legion.org/legiontown

RENEW ONLINE

It’s never been easier or more 

secure to renew your American 

Legion membership online. 

 www.legion.org/renew 



With A Premier Care in Bathing Easy Access Shower!

SHOWER EASILY
SHOWER SAFELY
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Promo Code 5244

www.GoToPremierBath.com

CALL NOW TOLL-FREE

1-888-803-4174

COMFORT and SAFETY. Our new contemporary style Easy 

Access Shower is the ideal choice for customers who need 

easy accessibility to shower with independence. The newly 

redesigned models feature exclusive stainless steel fi nishes, two 

long, secure hand rails and fi xed and fl exible showerheads 

for versatility. A contoured fold-down seat with back and 

armrests provides comfort and safety and holds up to 550 lbs. 

Tempered panel doors provide two perfect heights: a single 

67” full height panel is paired with a half-height bi-fold 

door, which easily allows a caregiver to reach over if desired. 

If you’re looking for safety, comfort and convenience with a 

designer touch, the new Easy Access Shower from Premier Care 

in Bathing has it all.

ULTRA LOW ENTRY MEANS
NOTHING TO STEP OVER

Regain your independence

Bi-fold doors open 180 degrees allowing

 you barrier-free access while providing 

 complete protection to your bathroom

We handle full installation

Protected by PremShield® antimicrobial 

 lifetime protection. Built-in gel coat 

 keeps your shower clean and safe

“We
Handle  

Everything”

THE FIRST SHOWER 

COMMENDED BY THE 

ARTHRITIS FOUNDATION

Name 

Telephone (             ) Email

Address 

City State ZIP

Send to: Premier Care in Bathing, 2330 South Nova Rd., South Daytona, Florida 32119

Promo Code

5244

(Required for Processing)

Please send me a FREE brochure on 
Premier Care in Bathing Easy Access Showers.

Proudly made 

in the USA

Sturdy,
Padded
Folding

Seat

Adjustable,
Easy-Glide

Showerhead

on your new fully installed 
Premier Care in Bathing 

Easy Access Shower 
or Walk-In Bath

$1,000 OFF*

SPECIAL
OFFER

* Offer is only valid for a fully installed Easy Access Shower or Walk-In Bath. 
  This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Expires 5/15/13.



Photo by Eldon Lindsay

BRANCH OF SERVICE: Coast Guard 

YEARS: 1989-2007

MOS: Storekeeper

RANK: Senior chief (E-8)

AWARDS 

̈ Coast Guard Commendation Medal 

̈ Coast Guard Achievement Medal with Gold  

   Star in lieu of i fth and “O” Device 

̈ Coast Guard Commandant letter of   

   commendation

̈ Coast Guard Presidential Unit Citation   

   with Hurricane Device

̈ Humanitarian Service Medal with Bronze Star

̈ 25 others

AMERICAN LEGION POST

Post 49, Albuquerque, N.M.

NUMBER OF YEARS IN THE LEGION: 22 

OFFICES 

̈ New Mexico Boys State participant (1988) 

̈ New Mexico Boys State staff (1991-2006) 

̈ New Mexico Boys State director (2006-present) 

̈ New Mexico Boys State board of directors  

   (2005-present)

̈ Boys Nation staff (2007-present) 

HORACIO “JAMES” BACA

Watch an interview with 

James Baca online:

  www.legion.org/magazine

“I love the Legion because it gives back to this country. 

It’s an organization of veterans who signed on a dotted 

line, not knowing what they were facing, but cared 

so much that they came back and continue to give.

There is more to give. And we all want to be a part of that.“

I AM THE AMERICAN LEGION
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The American Legion USAA Rewards™ World MasterCard® is 
the only credit card that helps advance the mission of The 
American Legion.  That’s because USAA Bank contributes 
to The American Legion with every new credit card account 
opened and with each eligible purchase you make. At the 
same time, you can enjoy USAA Bank’s competitive rates 
and legendary customer service.

1-877-699-2654 | usaa.com/legion

Insurance   Banking   Investments   Retirement   Advice   

Apply today.

Use the card. Benefit The American Legion.

Card® is 
f The 
utes 
ccount 
t the 
tes 

merican Legion.

USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its insurance, banking, investment and other companies.
Availability restrictions apply. Purchase of a bank product does not establish eligibility for, or membership in, USAA property and casualty insurance companies. Credit cards provided by USAA 
Savings Bank, Member FDIC. The American Legion receives fi nancial support from USAA for this sponsorship. © 2012 USAA. 140763-1112

USAA is proud to be the 

Preferred Provider
of Insurance and Financial Services 

to The American Legion
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Reform the Senate i libuster

Sen. Jeff  Merkley, D-Ore.

̈ Merkley is a member of the 

Senate Banking Committee.

SUPPORT

Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo.

̈ Blunt is a member of the Senate 

Appropriations Committee.

OPPOSE

Today’s Senate has become a graveyard for good 
ideas. Once the world’s greatest deliberative body, 
it is now possibly the least deliberative. The Senate 
is broken, and we must fi x it.

The heart of the problem is the “silent” fi libuster. 
Currently, a single senator can 
block a simple up-or-down 
vote on any amendment, bill 
or nomination without any 
effort. He or she simply calls 
in an objection and can go off 
to dinner while the senators 
who want to act wade through procedural waiting 
periods and try to wrangle a supermajority of 60 to 
break the stalemate.

This state of dysfunction means delays and 
gridlock. Recently, the silent fi libuster has killed 
important bills such as the jobs package, campaign 
donation disclosure, the DREAM Act, pay equity, 
closing oil loopholes and more.

Since 2007, Harry Reid has faced 391 fi libusters 
as majority leader. Frankly, it’s incredible that any 
legislation passes the Senate.

To make the fi libuster once again a useful tool, 
we should replace the silent fi libuster with the 
“talking” fi libuster. This would force fi libustering 
senators to make their case before their colleagues 
and the public. Senators voting for more debate 
would actually have to debate. 

The talking fi libuster would require senators to 
invest time and energy, thus stripping away a large 
number of frivolous fi libusters. Moreover, it would 
allow the public to decide whether those employ-
ing the fi libuster  are heroes or bums – and to 
encourage their senators to break the gridlock.

The beauty of this approach, the kind of fi libus-
ter Jimmy Stewart’s character uses in “Mr. Smith 
Goes to Washington,” is that this is the way the 
American people already think fi libusters work. 
Let’s make it so.

CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121

As history has shown, there is no better time to 
solve big problems than when we have a divided 
government. A government controlled by both 
parties means that members on both sides of the 
aisle must share in the political responsibility for 

making diffi cult decisions.
At a time when we face 

more than $16 trillion in 
federal debt and need to rein 
in out-of-control spending, 
we have a chance to address 
some of the big challenges 

facing America. Yet instead of passing responsible 
budgets and spending bills, Democratic leaders in 
the Senate are trying to change the rules and 
silence the almost one-half of the country repre-
sented by Republicans. Instead of reaching across 
the aisle, they’re attempting to build a wall.

By design of the Constitution, the Senate is 
supposed to moderate a rush to judgment. Allow-
ing the minority party to exercise its rights to 
debate and amend legislation should be the rule, 
not the exception it has become in recent years. 

Senate rules say that it takes 67 senators to 
change the rules. Thus, launching the so-called 
nuclear option means breaking the rules to 
change them. It’s no wonder that a number of 
Democrats have spoken out against this kind of 
power grab over the years – including Majority 
Leader Harry Reid, who pledged in December 
2006 “to run the Senate with respect for the rules 
and for the minority rights the rules protect.” 

Now Reid and other Democrats who once 
blasted such a partisan power grab are trying to 
break the rules to further marginalize the minor-
ity’s voices and the constituents we represent.

Washington needs to function properly and 
work together to move this country forward. We 
need more transparency, more bipartisanship and 
more – not less – leadership.

THE HEART OF THE ISSUE

The i libuster is regarded by some as 

protection of the minority against simple 

majority rule. Others say its abuse 

is holding up needed legislation.





Have you ever said to

yourself “I’d love to get a

computer, if only I could

figure out how to use it.”

Well, you’re not alone.

Computers were supposed

to make our lives simpler,

but they’ve gotten so 

complicated that they are

not worth the trouble. With

all of the “pointing and

clicking” and “dragging

and dropping” you’re lucky

if you can figure out

where you are. Plus, you

are constantly worrying

about viruses, spam and

freeze-ups. If this sounds

familiar, we have great

news for you. There is 

finally a computer that’s

designed for simplicity

and ease of use. It’s the

WOW Computer, and it

was designed with you 

in mind.

This computer is 

easy-to-use, worry-free

and literally puts the world at your fingertips.

From the moment you

open the box, you’ll 

realize how different

the WOW Computer is.

The components are all

connected; all you do is

plug it into an outlet and 

your high-speed Internet

connection. Then you’ll 

see the screen. This is a 

completely new touch

screen system, without

the cluttered look of the

normal computer screen.

The “buttons” on the

screen are easy to see and

easy to understand. All

you do is touch one of

them, from the Web,

Email, Calendar to

Games– you name it… and

a new screen opens up.

It’s so easy to use you

won’t have to ask your

children or grandchildren

for help.

Until now the very people

who could benefit most

from E-mail, and the 

Internet are the ones that

have had the hardest time

accessing it. Now, thanks

to the WOW Computer,

countless older Americans

are discovering the 

wonderful world of the 

Internet every day. Isn’t 

it time you took part? 

Call now, and a patient,

knowledgeable product

expert will tell you how

you can try it in your

home for 30 days. If you

are not totally satisfied,

simply return it within 30

days for a refund of the

product purchase price.

Call today.

WOW… A Computer Designed 

For YOU, Not Your Grandchildren!
…It’s easy to read. It’s easy to see. 

It’s even easier to understand and use!                   Just plug it in!!!  

NEW
Touch 
Screen

Technology 

8
0
3
7
9

Call now for 

our special 

promotional price!
Please mention promotional 

code 46401.

1-877-760-8931

Simple 

navigation,

so you never

get lost!

WOW! The perfect name
for this amazing computer.
I have been using it for
about a month and thor-
oughly enjoy the speed
and ease in which I am able
to download pictures from
my camera and share them
with family and friends via
email.  Everything is so easy
to use  at the touch of my
fingertips. To be able to
chat with and see my
grandchildren is as though
they are here with me.  I
haven't begun to explore
all the benefits  of this
computer.  It has opened
up a whole new world for
me.  I love it, love it, love it!

– Carol K., Benbrook, TX

Technology Simplified – New and Improved

designed for SENIORS
®

Big Bright Screen
One-touch “zoom” magnification

No bulky tower

…”surf” the internet
Get current weather & news.

…send and receive emails, and video chat
Keep up with family and friends.

…play games online
hundreds to choose from!
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U.S. Based
Customer Service

FREE
Automatic 
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 Asthma by the numbers
18.7 million | Americans with asthma

14.8 percent | Increase in the number of 

people with asthma between  and  

8.9 million | Asthma-related doctor visits 

every year

1.9 million | Asthma-related 

emergency room visits every year 

479,300 | Asthma-related 

hospitalizations per year

10.5 million | School days 

missed per year by children due 

to asthma 

14.2 million | Number of 

work days missed per year by 

adults due to asthma
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Living Well is designed 

to provide general 

information. It is not 

intended to be, nor is it, 

medical advice. Readers 

should consult their 

physicians when they have 

health problems.

BY JUDITH HURLEY

For a person suff ering an asthma attack, the experience 

can be frightening – some describe it as feeling like 

someone was sitting on their chests, or like they were 

breathing through a straw and couldn’t get enough air. 

Others say they felt suff ocated and panicky. Preventing such 

attacks – and the . million emergency-room visits they 

lead to each year – is a key goal of asthma treatment.

According to the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma & 

Immunology, asthma is a chronic lung disease for which 

there is no cure. With proper diagnosis and treatment, 

however, most people can manage asthma and improve 

their quality of life. 

̈ Identify and avoid asthma triggers. Allergies, 

chemical irritants, exercise and cold air can cause airways to 

narrow, swell and become clogged with mucus, aggravating 

asthma. If you don’t know what sets off  your symptoms, 

your doctor may be able to help you identify triggers.

People with asthma often have allergies to pet dander, 

dust mites, cockroaches, fungi and molds, or pollen. To 

control asthma symptoms, you may need to keep pets out 

of the bedroom, encase mattresses and pillows in plastic 

protectors to limit exposure to dust mites, control mold in 

bathrooms and other damp areas, or wear a pollen mask or 

avoid the outdoors when pollen counts are high.

Asthmatic lungs are sensitive to chemical irritants, so 

avoid harsh household cleaning products, paints, solvents, 

secondhand cigarette smoke, diesel exhaust and other 

fumes. Stay inside when local air-pollutant levels are high.

To cope with exercise-induced asthma, your doctor may 

advise taking a few puff s of quick-relief medicine just before 

you start. To prevent symptoms triggered by cold air, put a 

scarf or special cold-weather mask over your mouth to 

warm the air before it reaches your lungs.

̈ Take long-term control medication. Most people 

with asthma keep “quick-relief” medication on hand for 

when symptoms suddenly worsen. But because the lungs of 

people with persistent asthma are chronically infl amed, 

many need daily long-term control medicine to dampen 

infl ammation. Studies show that up to  percent of them 

don’t take this medication as prescribed, resulting in more 

frequent fl are-ups, ER visits and hospitalizations. 

̈ Have an asthma action plan. This is a written plan 

that lists signs and symptoms indicating a 

fl are-up. It provides instructions, 

including the dose and timing of 

medications, to help you quickly 

control symptoms. The plan 

also includes the telephone 

numbers of your physician, 

ambulance transportation 

and people who can help in 

an emergency. It’s especially 

important that children have 

asthma action plans for use by 

school nurses, teachers or other 

adults. If you don’t have a 

written plan, ask your doctor to 

help you put one together.

Judith S. Hurley is a freelance 

writer specializing in health 

and medicine.

The Coke 
cleanout

The journal Alimentary Pharmacology & Therapeutics 

reports on a Greek study that suggests drinking 

Coca-Cola may help alleviate gastrointestinal clogging 

caused by indigestible parts of plants such as skins and 

seeds. The soda’s phosphoric and carbonic acids seem 

to help dissolve the masses. In half the cases Greek 

gastroenterologists treated as part of the study, 

Coca-Cola alone dissolved the masses.

Media Bakery

Media Bakery
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My little girl yesterday, my friend today,

My Daughter Forever
DOZEN RUBIES PENDANT

My Daughter Forever
DOZEN RUBIES PENDANT

Pendant 
shown 

actual size.

B E A U T I F U L L Y  P R E S E N T E D . . .

nestles within our signature presentation box.

Perfect for gift-giving and safekeeping, 

it’s yours at no additional charge.

My Daughter 
Forever 

DOZEN RUBIES PENDANT

My Daughter 
Forever 

DOZEN RUBIES PENDANT

F
rom the day she was born, she has been 

your treasure. Now, show your daughter 

just how dear she is to you with this

breathtaking heart-shaped pendant 

bathed in gleaming sterling silver 

and set with glittering gems. She 

will cherish this graceful symbol of 

your love — especially when she 

reads the heartfelt inscription on 

the back: “My little girl yesterday, 

my friend today, my daughter 

forever.” 

Exquisitely crafted.

This stunning pendant features elegant 

sterling silver plating and 32 

simulated diamond accents. 

Twelve rubies are nestled 

within the pendant, just as your 

daughter is nestled forever in 

your heart. Hanging gently on 

an 18-inch chain, this pendant 

beautifully puts into words all 

that she means to you.The back is beautifully 
engraved with a 
loving sentiment.



98260045C056

The Danbury Mint Send
47 Richards Avenue no money
Norwalk, CT 06857 now.

RESERVATION APPLICATION

Yes! Reserve the My Daughter Forever Dozen Rubies 
Pendant as described in this announcement. 

Signature
Orders subject to acceptance.

Name
Please print clearly.

Address

City/State/Zip                                          

FOR FASTEST DELIVERY:  

©MBI

My Daughter 
Forever 

DOZEN RUBIES PENDANT

My Daughter 
Forever 

DOZEN RUBIES PENDANT

A beautifully crafted sterling 

silver-plated heart pendant ablaze 

with 12 rubies and over 

30 simulated diamonds.

Your satisfaction is guaranteed.

The My Daughter Forever Dozen Rubies 

Pendant can be yours for the attractive 

price of $99 plus $750 shipping and service, 

payable in three monthly installments 

of $3550. This is a remarkable value for a 

pendant of such elegance, superb quality 

and sentimental value.

     Your order is risk-free, because your 

satisfaction is completely guaranteed. If, 

for any reason, you or your daughter are 

not thoroughly delighted with the pendant, 

you may return it within 90 days for 

replacement or refund.

      A great gift – order today!

Your pendant will arrive in a beautiful 

satin-lined presentation box at no 

additional charge. For fastest delivery, 

call toll-free 1-800-599-0032, 24 hours 

a day, 7 days a week or order online at 

www.danburymint.com. This pendant 

will make any occasion unforgettable. 

Don’t delay, order today!



Severe weather – tornadoes, hurricanes, earthquakes, fl oods 

or other natural disasters – can strike at any time of the year. In 

the immediate aftermath, the fi rst instinct is probably to sift 

through and reclaim whatever you can of your home 

or possesssions, while helping family, friends and neighbors 

do the same.

The aftermath of a disaster, though, can pose numerous risks 

to your health and safety. Here are some simple tips from the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to keep in 

mind as you work to get things back to normal.

̈ Drink plenty of l uids.

̈ Be sure to get proper care if you are injured,

sick or feeling stressed.

̈ Clean and disinfect, and practice

good hygiene, to avoid illness from

bacteria, viruses, mold and mildew.

̈ Use gas and propane devices outside and

away from doors, windows and air vents to 

prevent carbon monoxide poisoning.

̈ Protect yourself from potentially dangerous 

insects and animals, and their remains.

̈ Keep food and drinking water safe. Follow 

directions on boiling or stick to bottled water.

̈ If water is not available, use alcohol-based

products made for washing hands.

“People who want to lose weight 

are better off  running than lifting 

weights,” the Los Angeles 

Times reports, citing a 

new study by Duke 

University 

researchers.

Participants were 

assigned to one of three groups: 

resistance training of three days a week or about 

 minutes, aerobic training of about  miles a week or 

about  minutes, or both. Those who participated in 

aerobic training and aerobic-plus-resistance training lost 

more weight than those who did just resistance training. 

The resistance training group gained weight due to an 

increase in lean body mass.

“Our study suggests that aerobic exercise is the best option 

for reducing fat mass and body mass,” said Cris A. Slentz, who 

co-authored the study. “It’s not that resistance training isn’t 

good for you. It’s just not very good at burning fat.”

Body’s chemicals trigger 

overeating, study i nds
Why do we indulge in that fudge brownie or extra 

scoop of ice cream when we already feel full? Blame it 

on evolution. 

In a recent study, Italian researchers found that 

participants who had eaten a satisfying meal 

experienced the release of certain appetite 

and “reward” hormones when chocolate 

cake or another favorite food was put on 

the table. These chemicals appear to 

overri de other signals in the brain that 

tell us we shouldn’t keep eating. 

This evolutionary trait helped us 

survive in the past when food was 

scarce. But in a modern 

environment where plenty of tasty 

food is within our reach, these 

hard-wired chemical “pleasure” 

pathways encourage us to eat too 

much and become obese, researchers 

claim.

Disinfect water
It is critical to disinfect water used for hand 

washing before handling food and after using 

the toilet, cleaning, and touching anything that’s 

touched fl oodwater or sewage.

Mix 1/8 teaspoon of household bleach 

per 1 gallon of water.

Let stand for 30 minutes.

If the water is cloudy, use a solution of 

¼ teaspoon of bleach per 1 gallon of 

water.

What you MIGHT pick up

in a relief shelter
̈ Short bouts of diarrhea and upset stomach

̈ Colds or other breathing diseases

What you likely WON’T

pick up in a relief shelter
̈ Cholera

̈ Typhoid

To shed pounds, 
hit the road

Media Bakery
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www.bradfordexchange.com/navyvarsity

�  �  �

Custom designed 
patch printed 

on back

“Navy Pride”
Men’s Wool 

Jacket

Custom printed lining features a 
poignant Sailor’s sentiment: 

It is not to be taken lightly 

It does not come easily—

This service of fairness, 

equality and purpose.

Nor is it a choice 

to always stay the course,

be a force for global good, 

And have the courage 

to put country before self.

It is simply what it means 

to forever be

A United States Sailor

Show your love and respect for the United States 
Navy in style with our exclusive “Navy Pride” 
Men’s Wool Jacket.  
 This vintage varsity-style jacket is custom-
crafted of a heavyweight wool blend in blue with 
a knit collar, cuffs and hem.  The front-zip jacket 
is accented with gray faux suede on the pockets 
and sleeves and has “NAVY” embroidered in gray 
on the front.  The back has a custom-printed 
patch with a full-color montage of Navy images.  
Our unique, printed lining features a Navy tribute 
written specially for this exclusive jacket.  A sculpted metallic zipper pull with a Navy 
emblem and a U.S. fl ag on the sleeve provide the fi nal patriotic touches.  Available in men’s 
sizes M-XXL.  

Exceptional value; satisfaction guaranteed
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The Post-9/11 GI Bill education benefi t is worth 
$70,000 in tuition payments alone, even ignoring 
“yellow ribbon” enhancements for students 
attending more exclusive universities. Toss in the 
monthly stipend tied to local rents and the annual 
book allowance, and the total value of the new 
GI Bill can exceed $140,000 in high-cost areas.

Given that value and the benefi t’s importance to 
veterans and families in 
launching their post-
service lives, Congress 
has approved a few new 
tools to help student 
veterans be better 
consumers in the 
education market.

The Improving 
Transparency of Educa-
tion Opportunities for 
Veterans Act, signed by 
President Barack Obama 
on Jan. 10, enhances 
through statute some of 
the reforms and added 
protections for GI Bill 
users that Obama sought 
to secure through an executive order last April.

The law now directs the VA secretary to develop 
a comprehensive policy and a one-stop website 
offering the best available information on educa-
tion choices to GI Bill users, including costs and 
fees, accreditation, credit transferability, gradua-
tion rates, loan default rates and job-placement 
success rates.

Obama’s Executive Order 13607 set new rules for 
allowing institutions to gain access to military 
bases, banning those that use deceptive marketing 
practices. It also promised trademark protection for 
terms like “GI Bill” and “military-friendly” to 
prevent their use on what appear to be govern-
ment-endorsed websites.

A key provision of the new law directs VA to not 
approve for GI Bill payment any college or school 
offering recruiters bonuses for signing up students 
with GI Bill benefi ts. These bonuses are already 
barred for attracting students eligible for federal 
fi nancial aid and Pell grants, so the targets now 
are the worst actors among for-profi t schools that 
pitch their curriculums exclusively to students 
eligible for the GI Bill.

The “transparency” law began as a collaboration 
between the higher-education community and 
veterans organizations, including The American 
Legion. Partners include the American Council on 
Education, representing public and private two- 
and four-year colleges and universities, and the 
Association of Private Sector Colleges and Univer-
sities (APSCU), representing for-profi t schools.

Steve Gonzalez, 
assistant director of the 
Legion’s Economic 
Division, said the new 
law is a “good fi rst step” 
for protecting GI Bill 
users, giving them the 
means to make better 
choices in identifying 
quality education 
products vs. those that 
could leave them short 
of reaching their goals.

The Legion and other 
veterans groups recog-
nize that not all prob-
lems and abuses have 
involved for-profi t 

institutions. Some traditional colleges have added 
single courses to lure veterans to poor-quality 
curricula, or have aggressively recruited out-of-
state veterans for GI Bill dollars.   

“We are continuing to look at other vehicles to 
provide an extra layer of oversight or enforcement 
to ensure we can protect student veterans on all 
fronts,” Gonzalez said. “This was not a free pass 
for anyone. This was a way to assess what a school 
is doing (and) the quality of the product being 
delivered.”

Sally Stroup, ASPCU’s vice president for govern-
ment relations, said that student veterans “need to 
know when they enroll in a college what they can 
expect as far as fees and graduation and place-
ment.” The new law will do “a better job getting 
good information into the hands of students.”

It also requires VA to set up a process for sharing 
feedback from students on their education experi-
ences good and bad, Stroup noted.

Tom Philpott, a former Coast Guardsman, has 

written about veterans and military personnel issues 

for more than 30 years.

New law takes aim at GI Bill proi teering
BY TOM PHILPOTT
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The 
Mysteries of 
Tonkin Gulf

Declassii ed documents, other records reveal 
inconsistencies in the sequence of events 
leading to U.S. entry in the Vietnam War.

BY JOHN PRADOS

T
he Gulf of Tonkin incident in August 

1964 proved to be America’s key entry 

point to war in Vietnam. The encounter 

sparked the fi rst open fi ghting between 

the United States and North Vietnam, the 

fi rst U.S. bombing of the North and an 

intensifi cation of U.S. support for South 

Vietnam. It led to congressional passage 

of the Tonkin Gulf Resolution, which 

became the legal justifi cation for America’s 

entry in the war. As with so much about 

Vietnam, events in the Gulf of Tonkin were 

not what they seemed at the time, and the 

consequences proved enormous. Even after 

fi ve decades, we still struggle to understand 

what happened at the Gulf of Tonkin and 

why.
AP
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Things seemed clear-cut at the time. During the 
afternoon of Aug. 2, 1964, the U.S. destroyer 
Maddox was steaming in the Gulf of Tonkin – 
waters of the South China Sea between the coast of 
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (i.e., North 
Vietnam) and the Chinese island of Hainan – when 
it came under attack from North Vietnamese 
torpedo boats. Maddox retreated down the gulf, 
where the destroyer C. Turner Joy joined it. Both 
ships headed back north in company. 

On the night of Aug. 4, the warships, particu-
larly C. Turner Joy, reported renewed attacks 
against them. President Lyndon B. Johnson, 
denouncing “hostile actions against United States 
ships on the high seas,” ordered retaliatory bomb-
ing against North Vietnamese naval bases. Sixty-
four planes from the aircraft carriers Ticonderoga 

and Constellation attacked the North in what was 
called Operation Pierce Arrow. Two aircraft were 
shot down and one pilot – Lt. j.g. Everett Alvarez 
Jr. – was captured, becoming the fi rst U.S. prisoner 
to be held by the North Vietnamese in Hanoi (the 
body of the other pilot lost, Lt. j.g. Richard C. 
Sather, was repatriated in 1985). Johnson asked 
Congress for a joint resolution approving his 
orders. Passed almost unanimously in the heat of 
the affair, this became the Tonkin Gulf Resolution, 
and its open-ended sanction of “all necessary 
measures to repel any armed attack ... and to 
prevent further aggression” became a crucial legal 
underpinning of the entire U.S. effort in the 
Vietnam War.

DOUBTS AND SECRECY. In subsequent years – even 
while the fi ghting in Vietnam still raged – many 
aspects of the original account came into question. 
The fi rst important element to come under scrutiny 
was the question of provocation for the North 
Vietnamese attack on Aug. 2. Senior administra-
tion offi cials, from Defense Secretary Robert S. 
McNamara on down, testifi ed in hearings on the 
Tonkin Gulf Resolution that the U.S. warships had 
been in international waters and exercising free 
passage, their cruise unrelated to anything else. 
Certain “South Vietnamese” commando raids, “if 
there were any” (per McNamara’s testimony), were 

unknown aboard Maddox. 

But suspicions to the contrary arose. By 1966, 

advocates were calling for a repeal of the resolu-

tion. Increasing doubts and political pressures led 

to new hearings in 1968, during which McNamara 

admitted that Maddox had been operating in close 

proximity to the commando raids, which he now 

represented as of South Vietnamese origin. The 

Tonkin Gulf Resolution was repealed in 1970; 

Johnson repeated the story of the “South Vietnam-

ese” raids in his 1971 memoir.

Secrecy surrounding these events gradually 

unraveled. Maddox, it turned out, had been on a 

mission specifi cally aimed at collecting intelli-

gence on North Vietnamese communications and 

coastal radars. Then it emerged that Maddox, 

though in international waters when it fought off 

the North Vietnamese torpedo boats, had been in 

territorial seas when the Vietnamese patrol craft 

left base to intercept it. The commando raids had 

not been South Vietnamese after all, but attacks 

using indigenous troops, unilaterally controlled by 

the U.S. special operations command in Vietnam. 

The strikes that took place during the Maddox 

cruise were partly intended to trigger the North 

Vietnamese to activate their nets so that the United 

States could record them. The 1971 leak of the 

Pentagon Papers revealed that the attacks them-

selves formed part of an extensive program of 

“graduated military pressures” against the North 

called OPLAN 34A. When audiotapes of Johnson’s 

telephone conversations on these days were 

declassifi ed in the late 1990s, those with McNa-

mara showed that both were aware of the connec-

tion between the Maddox mission and the coastal 

raids from the very beginning.

Hanoi’s choices obviously factored into the 

incident. Johnson based his decision for retaliatory 

bombing on an assumption that the North Viet-

namese intended a confrontation in the gulf. The 

release in the late 1970s of the memoranda record-

ing Johnson's meetings on this decision show that 

CIA Director John McCone assured the president 

that Hanoi had sought battle. But the CIA had no 

direct evidence at the time. A postwar Vietnamese 

offi cial history attributes their response to the 

general staff and the naval command, not the 

North Vietnamese leadership. Similarly, senior 

Vietnamese offi cials told the U.S. delegation at a 

1997 conference on “missed opportunities” in the 

Vietnam War that the dispatch of torpedo boats on 

Aug. 2 had been at the initiative of local com-

manders. This formula disguised the hand of the 

Vietnamese general staff but also contained the 

sense that no national decision to fi ght the Ameri-

cans was made.

NO EVIDENCE. By far the deepest mystery of the 

Tonkin Gulf concerns the “second attack,” the 

notion that on the night of Aug. 4 the North 

Vietnamese came back to fi ght Maddox and 

C. Turner Joy together. It was this allegation of 
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a repeated attack in the face of U.S. warnings that 
underpinned the retaliation. But unlike the sea 
battle of Aug. 2, there was no physical evidence 
for this engagement. The destroyers had maneu-
vered to avoid torpedoes, and Lt. Cmdr. Robert C. 
Barnhart Jr.’s C. Turner Joy pumped out more than 
370 5-inch and 3-inch shells, yet there were no 
photos of attack boats, no shells hitting the ships, 
no prolonged observation of an enemy. Capt. John 
Herrick reported an initial radar contact. After 
that, Maddox dispatches recorded a mélange of 
sonar and radar contacts. When the ship trained 
its guns on the most solid of these, the vessel in 
the cross hairs was C. Turner Joy. Barnhart’s 
destroyer detected nothing on sonar, not even the 
torpedo some of his sailors said they saw. 

As the on-scene naval commander, Herrick sent 
a dispatch warning against premature action – 
he and Maddox’s skipper, Cmdr. Herbert L. Ogier, 
doubted the authenticity of everything except the 
initial radar contact. Aircraft scrambled from 
Constellation and Ticonderoga also failed to spot 
anything, and when vectored to attack by the 
destroyers, found only the U.S. warships beneath 
them when they rolled in.

It turned out to be Washington on a hair trigger. 
The Johnson-McNamara telephone tapes show the 
president and defense secretary mulling over 
bombing targets before the alleged attack was even 
reported. This was possible due to National 
Security Agency (NSA) communications inter-
cepts – and therein lies another tale. When the 
very fi rst sighting report arrived, Washington and 
the Pacifi c Fleet presumed the expected attack and 

made their strike plans. McNamara and Johnson 
discussed specifi c targets before any meetings 
took place.

But the intelligence was wrong. NSA had pulled 
down a series of North Vietnamese messages 
related to the Aug. 2 attack, and a few between 
Aug. 2-4 pertained to making patrol, not torpedo, 
boats ready for sea. The volume of North Vietnam-
ese communications decreased after Aug. 2, 
sighting and position reports disappeared from 
this traffi c, and the patrol boat intercept could be 
interpreted as relating to sending someone to 
rescue survivors from the fi rst engagement. A 
North Vietnamese naval offi cer captured in 1966 
said under interrogation that he had been the 
senior deputy to the enemy torpedo boat com-
mander. He had vivid recollections of the fi rst 
fi ght, but insisted there was no battle on Aug. 4.

The NSA’s listening posts in the region included 
one at Phu Bai in Vietnam, another in the Philip-
pines, and the special van installed aboard Mad-

dox for the cruise. The Philippines base had 
decoded its intercepts and reported them in a 
timely fashion, but the Phu Bai base was delayed 
and reported late – in fact, during the time frame 
of the alleged second attack. Washington offi cials 
compiling communications intelligence summaries 
assumed that the late Phu Bai intercepts were 
up-to-the-minute reporting and included them as 
such. They did not check with Maddox, which 
itself recorded no messages indicating a renewed 
attack. In addition, one dispatch that analysts at 
Phu Bai decided was the attack order for Aug. 4 
contained decoding and translation errors and was 

USS Maddox

USS Constellation

USS Ticonderoga

USS C. Turner Joy

Aug. 2, 1964

North Vietnamese torpedo boats execute an attack 

against the destroyer Maddox as it gathers intelligence in 

international waters in the Gulf of Tonkin. The destroyer, 

and Fighter Squadron 51 F-8 Crusaders from the carrier 

Ticonderoga, severely damage the trio of boats.

Aug. 4, 1964

The destroyers Maddox and Turner Joy suspect they are 

attacked by North Vietnamese torpedo boats while 

operating at night in the Gulf of Tonkin. They return fi re 

on the radar contacts.

Aug. 5, 1964

President Lyndon Johnson orders Operation Pierce Arrow, 

a series of 64 strike sorties from the aircraft carriers 

Ticonderoga and Constellation against petroleum storage 

facilities at Vinh and naval forces at Lach Chao, Quang 

Khe, Ben Thuy and Hon Gai. Enemy antiaircraft guns shoot 

down an A-1H Skyraider fi ghter fl own by Lt. j.g. Richard 

Sather, killing him, and an A-4 Skyhawk bomber fl own by 

Lt. j.g. Everett Alvarez Jr., who spends the next eight years 

in communist captivity.

Source: “The Vietnam War: A Chronology of War” 
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intercepted by no one except that station. Wash-
ington offi cials either did not notice or did not care 
that the messages corresponded to the actual 
events of Aug. 2, or that North Vietnamese Swa-

tow-type patrol boats were not armed with torpe-
does and lacked speed to maneuver as indicated in 
the destroyers’ spot updates on the wild night of 

Aug. 4. They also discounted Herrick’s warning 

dispatch. Johnson retaliated, and North Vietnam 

and the United States moved closer to war.

ESCALATION. NSA post-mortems in late 1964 cast 

some doubt on the chronology but hewed to the 

offi cial line. Deputy Director Louis Tordella 

satisfi ed himself by the early 1970s that a mistake 

had been made, as did CIA intelligence chief Ray 

Cline. The Senate's Foreign Relations Committee 

staff director, Carl Marcy, also discovered the 

discrepancies. Yet they remained concealed for a 

very long time. In 2005 and 2006, the NSA fi nally 

declassifi ed full texts of the most important 

intercepts, revealing the chronological transposi-

tions in its messages. The agency’s offi cial history 

on Vietnam, declassifi ed in 2007, examines the 

evidence and concludes that there was no incident 

in the Gulf of Tonkin on Aug. 4, 1964. The NSA 

also released the full record of its Tonkin Gulf 

messages, demonstrating how reporting from Phu 

Bai differed from other intercept stations. In the 

meantime, at the “missed opportunities” confer-

ence in 1997, North Vietnamese Gen. Vo Nguyen 

Giap openly told McNamara that Vietnam had 

never made any second attack.

The most important effects of this episode were 

in Hanoi and Washington. Shortly after the 

incident, the North Vietnamese sent an infi ltration 

group to South Vietnam that, for the fi rst time, 

stayed together as a unit instead of dispersing 

among the National Liberation Front as cadres. 

While it was true that Hanoi decided in December 

1963 to increase its support for the insurgency in 

the South, it had not previously committed regular 

army formations. In the fall of 1964, Hanoi decided 

to send a full regular infantry division to the South 

as a constituted force. The 325th Division began 

preparatory training for this move about Septem-

ber 1964. For the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 

Tonkin Gulf provided evidence that the United 

States was determined to wage a full-scale war. 

Hanoi moved to meet that challenge.

In Washington, as the Pentagon Papers fi rst 

documented, top offi cials had struggled for months 

to contrive a scenario making it politically feasible 

to broaden the U.S. effort in Vietnam. Part of that 

was to obtain congressional approval. An inter-

agency working group had written several drafts 

for a proposed resolution. The Tonkin incident 

became the perfect opportunity. The White House 

sent its draft resolution to Capitol Hill the night of 

the Pierce Arrow attacks; it passed Aug. 7.

Johnson’s concern for “the scenario” and his 

careful search for political cover refl ect his deter-

mination to press ahead in Vietnam but not the 

misgivings he also expressed, or his ambitious 

plans for social legislation. The president had 

acquired a stake in Vietnam policy. Like his 

predecessor, John F. Kennedy, the seeming inabil-

ity of the South Vietnamese allies to progress 

against the National Liberation Front frustrated 

him. U.S. military capability and expertise ap-

peared to be the solution. But Johnson still thought 

that Vietnam could be fought on the side without 

impacting his domestic goals. That turned out to 

be a major error.

During August 1964, shortly after the incident, 

the United States sent B-57 jet bombers to Da Nang 

and Bien Hoa, and also deployed F-100 and F-102 

jet fi ghters to Vietnam. Air Force personnel in 

South Vietnam increased by nearly 20 percent, 

while the overall U.S. force level – which had held 

steady for half a year – swelled from 16,500 to 

23,300 between June and December. The B-57s at 

Bien Hoa offered the target for a spectacular 

commando raid that November, helping persuade 

Johnson to escalate still further.

Today, the Gulf of Tonkin reminds us that small 

events can have enormous consequences. Only one 

American died – Sather during Pierce Arrow – as 

well as a small number of North Vietnamese 

sailors. But the bombing gave the war new inten-

sity. It also challenged the North to strike directly 

at Americans, as Hanoi did starting with Bien Hoa. 

And the Tonkin Gulf Resolution would be stretched 

beyond its context to cover a commitment that no 

one except the war managers foresaw. Events can 

be crucial not just for their intrinsic importance, 

but also as a hinge for the plans and purposes of 

others, and for what an adversary might conclude 

from them. Americans in Vietnam, and since, 

would have to relearn that lesson. 

John Prados is a historian based in Washington. 

He is a senior fellow and director of the Vietnam 

Documentation Project of the National Security 

Archive. His current book is “Islands of Destiny: The 

Solomons Campaign and the Eclipse of the Rising 

Sun” (NAL Caliber).
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Operation Comfort Warriors delivers rehabilitation equipment, 
entertainment and smiles to wounded and ill servicemembers. 

FORWARD

MOTION

D
uring his 19-year career in two stints with the 
Army, Sgt. 1st Class Ron Speilmann ran 
marathons. That all came to a sudden halt 

when he tore the meniscus in his right knee during 
a spring training exercise at Joint Base Lewis-Mc-
Chord, near Tacoma, Wash., in 2011.

Even with a knee replacement, Speilmann, 51, 
remained sidelined. “I couldn’t walk, and I 
was gaining weight,” he says. “My leg didn’t like 
to bear weight.”

Then he came across a fl ier promoting a bicycling 
program through his Warrior Transition Battalion 
and decided to give it a try. Speilmann couldn’t use 
a recumbent bicycle because of a back injury he 
sustained during a deployment to Iraq. Instead, he 

did a lap around the parking lot with a hand cycle.
“I came back and said, ‘That’s great,’” Speilmann 

recalls. “Then the physical therapist fl ipped off 
the parking brake, and I went twice as fast. 
I was hooked.”

The bikes are just a few of the gifts donated 
through The American Legion’s Operation Comfort 
Warriors (OCW) program. OCW and its predecessor, 
Operation Landstuhl, have turned hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in donations into comfort items 
and recreational experiences for U.S. military 
personnel. OCW donations are used to purchase 
items that assist wounded and ill servicemembers 
in military hospitals and transition units. OCW 
funds also support Heroes to Hometowns.
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Army Sgt. 1st Class 
Ron Speilmann

Age: 51

Hometown: Eagle, Idaho

Injury: Speilmann fractured his back 

in a fall while deployed to Iraq. He also 

tore the meniscus in his right knee 

during training at Joint Base Lewis-

McChord and had a knee replacement. 

The gift: OCW donated hand cycles at the base so that 

soldiers suff ering from back and knee injuries could regain 

their strength and participate in cardiovascular exercise.

“I can’t run marathons anymore. Hand cycling has given 

me the ability to get out and be active again. It’s just cool 

to know you can go the distance with this, and there’s no 

age limit. It’s what you put into it.” 

Army Sgt. 1st Class 
Jason Sterling

Age: 37

Hometown: Tacoma, Wash.

Injury: Sterling tore his Achilles 

tendon while training at Joint Base 

Lewis-McChord.

The gift: OCW donated hand cycles 

at the base so that soldiers recovering 

from leg injuries have another tool for rehabilitation.

“I can’t run, and walking is pretty hard. The hand cycle 

gives me the ability to get a cardio workout. It’s a really 

good workout for your arms and shoulders. And it’s a 

relief – I can overcome my injury by being active.” 

HOW TO DONATE
Gifts for recovering servicemembers are 

provided through The American Legion’s 

Operation Comfort Warriors (OCW) fundraising 

program. Donations to OCW are used to 

purchase items and provide recreational trips 

for wounded servicemembers and their families 

in military hospitals and warrior transition units 

in the United States and overseas. OCW funds 

also provide resources or assistance via Heroes 

to Hometowns for injured servicemembers as 

they transition back to their communities.

GIVE TODAY

  Fill out and mail the envelope included in this 
issue of The American Legion Magazine.

  Give online at www.legion.org/ocw/donate 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

  www.legion.org/ocw

  ocw@legion.org 

Photo by Scott Spiker
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OCW has provided a variety of gifts, based on 
each facility’s needs: exercise equipment, fi shing 
and kayaking gear, special clothing for burn 
victims, CDs, DVDs, Wii games and art supplies.

And, of course, recumbent bikes and the hand 
cycles used by Speilmann, who now rides 10 to 15 
miles a day and has taken 45-mile treks. He’s lost 
22 pounds. Now he’s saving money for his own 
racing cycle. 

“It’s saved me,” he says of the OCW-purchased 
hand cycle. “I like the camaraderie of the other 
soldiers who I ride with. It’s got me moving again. 
That’s what I needed.”

Helping warriors get back on their feet is a 
primary goal of OCW.

“We must not turn our backs on the men and 
women who sacrifi ced so much for our freedoms, 
our security and our way of life,” says American 
Legion National Commander Jim Koutz, who chose 
OCW as his primary fundraising program. “As 
they recover from various injuries and illnesses, 
we must take responsibility for their care. OCW is 
a wonderful complement to the medical care and 
military support that our recovering servicemem-
bers receive.”

When Koutz was elected commander, he an-
nounced an OCW fundraising goal of $500,000.

“Every dollar counts,” he says. “Every dollar 
goes to helping a serviceman or woman who needs 
our support. I’ve been overwhelmed by the gener-
osity of Legionnaires and others I’ve met in my 
travels who hand over donations and send their 
gratitude to our troops.”

Those donations and rounds of thanks are 

delivered regularly to recovering servicemembers.
In January, nearly $30,000 worth of donations 

were distributed to warrior transition units in 
Kentucky and Georgia. At Fort Knox, the gifts 
included an OCW fi rst: Segways, the slow-speed 
personal motorized transportation device.

“The Segways will be used to take soldiers back 
and forth to medical appointments at the hospital,” 
says Lt. Col. Dwight Lewis, commanding offi cer of 
the Fort Knox Warrior Transition Battalion. “We 
have a big courtyard and the Segways will make 
life easier for the soldiers, plus they will have fun 
getting to where they need to go.”

For Legionnaires, such donations are just one 
way they can show their support for servicemem-
bers in their communities.

“Any time you reach out to the soldiers, you are 
giving other veterans a reason to join The Ameri-
can Legion,” says Peter Trzop, commander of Old 
Kentucky Home Post 121 in Bardstown. “When 
you do stuff for soldiers and their spouses, you 
build trust. They know you’re legit. They know 
you’re there for them.”

Steering Committee. Recently, OCW has attracted 
the attention of a top competitor in the professional 
rodeo circuit. Steer wrestler Trevor Knowles, a 
member of Sons of The American Legion Squadron 
77 in John Day, Ore., wears patches bearing the 
OCW logo and website when he competes.

“I like people to be aware of what’s going on in 
support of our veterans,” says Knowles, whose 
father, Jeff, is a Vietnam War veteran. “It’s impor-
tant for me to support the veterans because these 

Army Lt. Col. Michael Yates

Age: 57

Hometown: Bristolville, Ohio

Injury: Yates fractured a kneecap and damaged his 

neck while running to take cover from incoming mortar 

fi re in Iraq.

The gift: OCW donated yoga mats so injured troops 

could regain their range of motion and fl exibility.

“They did surgery on my foot, surgery on both knees, 

and they rebuilt part of my neck. It took a year. Then 

the physical therapist told me, ‘You can only do three 

things – yoga, tai chi or archery.’ I said, ‘OK, I’ll try 

yoga.’ It’s amazing how much yoga has helped my 

whole body with a combination of stretching and 

moving my muscles. I’ve gone from a wheelchair to 

crutches to a cane, and now shoe supports and a knee 

brace. I love going to yoga class. They make you feel 

good about yourself.”
Photo by Scott Spiker
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are people who put themselves in harm’s way every day to allow 
me to do what I do every day. I think that they need and deserve 
as much support as possible.”

Jeff Knowles, whose health has been ravaged by Agent Orange 
exposure, is currently awaiting a kidney transplant.

“I’ve had a fi rsthand look at how war can affect people and 
their families,” Trevor says. “I can see how hard it can be, and 
how having some help can really be benefi cial to people.”

A nine-time Wrangler National Finals Rodeo competitor, 
Trevor is among the top names in his sport, having won the 
2012 Calgary Stampede championship. He has earned more than 
$1 million competing and has pledged a portion of his future 
corporate sponsorship earnings to OCW. 

Meanwhile, his father is impressed by his son’s rodeo accom-
plishments and his unwavering support of veterans.

“I think a lot of it comes with my service and what happened 
to me, because it hasn’t been a cakewalk since I got out,” Jeff 
says. “He understands that it is not a cakewalk for a whole bunch 
of guys who are coming home now or were coming home then.”

“It means the world.” Some veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan 
wars are healing from physical wounds of war, such as severe 
burns and broken bones. Others need treatment for post-traumat-
ic stress disorder or traumatic brain injury (TBI). Still others 
return with viruses wreaking havoc on their immune systems.

No matter the injury or illness, OCW gifts can play a valuable 
role in the healing process.

First Sgt. Steven Elzy, 55, knows the physical toll of service 
fi rsthand. The Plainfi eld, Ind., infantry soldier is recovering from 
multiple overseas deployments, including one to Afghanistan 
with the Indiana National Guard in 2004 and 2005 that included 
several combat missions.

“The gear load is about 125 pounds on a good day,” Elzy says. 
“My knees are worn out. They are telling me that I may need to 
get a knee replacement. I have a lower back injury. It’s just wear 
and tear.” 

Elzy belongs to the Fort Knox Warrior Transition Battalion, and 
says the donated Segways will help more than just troops recov-
ering from leg injuries. 

“I was sort of wondering about them as I saw them come in,” 
he says. “Then I considered that TBI is a very serious injury. You 
have a lot of fellow soldiers with TBI. I can see the far-reaching 
adaptations in the adaptive physical therapy programs, where 
these would be very good. I can see them being in a gym com-
plex where the soldiers are learning balance again and being 
able to operate them.”

 The generosity by those making donations is recognized by 
the troops on the receiving end.

“It means the world because one of the things we’re constantly 
looking for as a soldier is to get our lives back to as much normal 
as we can within society and with our families,” Elzy says. 

Ken Olsen, Henry Howard and John Raughter

contributed to this report.

Spc. Jenny 
Urbano

Age: 32

Hometown: 

Clarksville, Ky.

Injury: 

Doctors still 

aren’t clear 

about what happened to Urbano. 

“The most they can tell me is that 

I got a virus,” she says. “It got in my 

autoimmune system, so now I am 

having problems with my digestive 

system, my blood pressure, 

temperature, insomnia.”

The gift: OCW donated Wii games 

and exercise equipment to Fort 

Campbell’s Warrior Transition Unit.

“It gives you that hope that it’s not 

just about the problems you have. 

Even for the people like me who 

aren’t going to get better, the gifts 

make it a little easier to get out of 

the monotony of the day.”

Marine Cpl. 
Grant 
Schick

Age: 25

Hometown: 

Toledo, Ohio

Injury: 

Schick’s knees, ankles, and left 

shoulder and arm were immobi-

lized by reactive arthritis as a result 

of a gastrointestinal infection he 

contracted while deployed to 

Afghanistan.

The gift: OCW donated kayaking 

equipment to Wounded Warrior 

Battalion West so Marines could 

regain strength and mobility and 

reduce stress.

“Kayaking helped me develop my 

shoulder again. It helped me get 

my rotation back. It helped me get 

my range of motion back, and it 

helped me build up muscle. And 

just being out and around people 

really does help a lot. Because of 

the physical therapy, I can walk 

normally again.  I can jog, I can 

work out. I can function again.”
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R
odeo champion Trevor 

Knowles and his father, Jeff , a 

Vietnam War veteran, recently 

spoke with The American Legion 

Magazine about their love for the sport 

and support of the Legion’s Operation 

Comfort Warriors program.

How did you get involved in 

rodeo?

Trevor Knowles: I was born and raised 

in a ranching family. My dad rodeoed, 

my uncle rodeoed ... it was just kind of 

one of those things that was always 

around. I played baseball and wrestled. 

I did everything. It wasn’t until I got to 

college that I focused on rodeo and 

made a career out of it. I’ve been doing 

it ever since. Ten years now.

Why bulldogging? That’s one of 

the hardest events.

Trevor: I like challenges, and I like 

contact sports. And you get the best of 

both worlds there.

How did growing up with a 

veteran father in a rodeo 

environment lead you to support 

Operation Comfort Warriors?

Trevor: Just growing up with a 

rodeo family, for one, is tougher than 

most families, I’d say. And then you 

have a veteran on top of that, so you 

just double down. So you get to see 

the ups and downs of life in general 

and learn how to deal with it. And you 

can see how diffi  cult that can be, which 

is why I decided to get involved – to 

see if I can help in some way. 

Jeff, how has your military 

service affected you personally?

Jeff  Knowles: It’s hard to explain. I’ve 

got my share of illnesses because of it. 

And I’m still struggling with it  years 

out. If I think about it a lot, it makes me 

bitter sometimes. But other than that, 

I was proud to go ... but glad to get 

home.

How important is it to raise 

awareness for OCW, as Trevor 

is doing?

Jeff :  I think Operation Comfort 

Warriors is great, and the rodeo is a 

great venue to promote it  because you 

have a lot of people who are behind 

the military  percent.

What was your competitive 

rodeo background?

Jeff : I roped calves, and I bulldogged – 

steer wrestled and rode bulls, bareback 

horses.

What has it been like watching 

Trevor succeed in this sport?

Jeff : It’s been fun. I started teaching 

him how to do this stuff  when he was 

little. I consider myself a good teacher. 

I must have taught him something 

half-right to have him here (Wrangler 

National Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas) 

nine times in a row.

It’s phenomenal to be here nine 

straight times. That doesn’t happen 

very often, I believe. You look at the 

list, and I think there’s four guys here 

that have been here as much as that or 

more. There’s just a certain level. 

There’s a pinnacle, and if you get close 

to the pinnacle then you show up here.

When you rodeo, you rodeo on your 

own dime. It’s not like a sports team, 

where (players) get on the team plane 

and they fl y you to Frisco .... (Even 

those who don’t play) still get their 

money. (Those who) rodeo on their 

own dime pay their own expenses, so 

it’s not a cheap sport.

What should Legionnaires know 

about the rodeo circuit?

Jeff : It’s probably one of the toughest 

jobs that you could ever get into. 

I personally feel that the athletes that 

get into this arena are as good as any 

athlete walking on this planet, in any 

sport.

Trevor, how many days are you 

on the road?

Trevor: Quite a few. I go to  rodeos a 

year, give or take a few. Traveling 

nonstop. We’re on the road 

-something days a year. Once you 

get started, there’s really no quitting ...

and then all of a sudden you get a 

couple of weeks off  here and then it’s 

right back out. It’s a full-time job.

Why did you pursue a career in 

professional rodeo?

Trevor: It’s more a way of life. I was 

born into it, I guess. If you do your job, 

great. There’s big paydays. There are 

just no guarantees. So if I go out there 

and stub my toe and don’t perform 

well, I don’t make any money. I think 

that’s why you see so much heart and 

grit in every cowboy. If they don’t win, 

they don’t eat. That’s why guys 

compete with injuries. A severe injury 

to us is a bone sticking through the 

skin. A lot of guys (in other sports) twist 

an ankle and they’re out for six months 

making a million. If we twist an ankle, 

we just get some tape and go with it.

BY JOHN RAUGHTER

‘To see if I 
can help in 
some way’

Photo by Eldon Lindsay

Professional rodeo star 
backs Legion’s Operation 
Comfort Warriors.

See a photo gallery from the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas:   www.legion.org/magazine
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THE WILL TO DRILL
If the United States embraces its own petroleum reserves, 
North America could become the new Middle East.

BY ALAN W. DOWD

Corbis

T
here are many causes for the painful rise in oil and 
gasoline prices in recent years. 

Oil is a global commodity serving a global market, and 
global demand is rising – especially in China and India. 

Markets are jittery about what’s happening across the oil-rich 
Middle East. The Arab Spring revolutions took Libyan oil off 
the market in 2011 and triggered deep concerns about the 
ability of Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and other Gulf oil producers to 
weather the storm. 

Indeed, a number of questions surround petro-superpower 
Saudi Arabia. A series of deaths in the Saudi royal family raised 
concerns about a succession crisis in the world’s oil safety net; 
equally troubling are leaked diplomatic cables suggesting Saudi 
offi cials’ worry that the kingdom’s reserves may be overstated 
by 40 percent. 

Elsewhere, international sanctions have taken a healthy 
portion of Iran’s oil off the market. A jihadist insurgency is 
buffeting Nigeria, which accounts for 8 percent of U.S. oil 
imports. And in places like California, refi nery capacity issues 
sent prices into the stratosphere. Add it all up, and the result is 
pain at the pump.

But the United States need not be held hostage by the 
vagaries of this global market, or the whims of petrocrats, 
speculators and jihadists. It’s time to tap into this country’s 
vast – yes, vast – petroleum reserves. 
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Centuries of Supply. Just how vast are these 
reserves? For that matter, are they even real? After 
all, politicians talk about America’s untapped 
energy wealth in such vague terms that the notion 
of U.S. energy independence – or, at the least, 
decreased dependence on the unstable sources of 
oil mentioned above – seems more like a desert 
mirage than an attainable goal. 

The numbers suggest a very real, very attainable 
future of energy security for the United States.

The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) estimates 
that the Arctic holds some 90 billion barrels of 
oil – more than Nigeria, Kazakhstan and Mexico 
combined. About one-third of the oil is in Alaskan 
territory. Another USGS study concludes that North 
Dakota and Montana have an estimated 3 billion to 
4.3 billion barrels of recoverable oil. In the U.S. 
swath of the Gulf of Mexico, BP  estimates that a 
new reserve could yield 6 billion barrels of 
oil, and Chevron has found an oil fi eld with 
some 15 billion barrels. The American 
Petroleum Institute (API) reports that 
opening up new offshore areas in the outer 
continental shelf “could lift domestic crude 
production by nearly 1 million barrels per 
day,” and if the United States fully developed all its 
onshore fi elds, “output could rise by as much as 
2 million barrels a day by 2030.” 

All told, the National Petroleum Council pegs 
U.S. conventional oil reserves at 274 billion barrels. 
That’s a lot of oil, even for a country that con-
sumes 20 million barrels a day. These reserves 
alone translate into nearly 38 years’ worth of oil.

But owing to the fact that our awareness of oil 
reserves and our capacity to extract them is always 
advancing, conventional and “proven reserves” are 
just a tiny part of the picture. As a report by the 
National Center for Policy Analysis (NCPA) details, 
estimates based on “proven reserves” are almost 
always understated. In 1920, USGS estimated total 
world oil supplies at 60 billion barrels. In 1950, 
that number was pushed to 600 billion. By the 
mid-1990s, the estimate was 2.4 trillion. Today the 
estimate is 3 trillion barrels. The reason for this 
constant upward readjustment is technology: 
“Before the fi rst U.S. well was drilled in 1859, 
petroleum supplies were limited to oil that oozed 
to the surface,” according to NCPA.  

Likewise, until recently, oil supplies were limited 
to sources derived from traditional drilling. But 
that’s changing. As the price of oil rises, the cost of 
extracting and converting less-conventional 
sources of hydrocarbon energy into petroleum is 
starting to make economic sense for developers. 

That brings us to the veritable ocean of oil shale 
and oil sands deposits in North America. 

Oil shale is a rock that can be converted into oil 
when heated. Oil sands are a mixture of oil, sand 
and clay that when injected with hot water yield 
bitumen, and ultimately synthetic oil.  

A 2012 study conducted by the Government 
Accountability Offi ce (GAO) reports that oil shale 
deposits in Colorado, Utah and Wyoming “contain 
up to 3 trillion barrels of oil, half of which may be 
recoverable.” Once thought to be too expensive to 
extract or too technologically diffi cult to convert, 
this vast oil-shale fi eld right in the middle of the 
country “presents signifi cant opportunities for the 
United States,” in the GAO’s understated words. 
As RAND’s James Bartis has observed, “We’ve got 
more oil in this very compact area than the entire 
Middle East.”    

As for the oil sands deposits, Utah alone holds 
between 12 billion and 19 billion barrels. Further 
north, the Canadian province of Alberta sits atop 
at least 169 billion barrels. “The oil sands are the 
third-largest source of proven crude oil reserves in 
the world, next to Saudi Arabia and Venezuela,” 
according to the Albertan government.   

In short, the United States and its closest neigh-
bor possess enough oil to meet our energy needs 
for a few centuries. These dependable, accessible 
oil reserves are not limitless, but they are enough 
to carry us comfortably to the post-petro economy.

NOPEC? Given these largely untouched reserves, 
one oil economist recently quipped that the United 
States may need to join OPEC. What’s much more 
likely is that the United States and its neighbors 
may soon break OPEC’s back. 

Ed Morse, head of the global commodities 
division at Citi, reports that total production from 
the United States, Canada and Mexico “could rise 
by  11.2 million barrels per day by 2020 ... North 
America is becoming the new Middle East.” 

In fact, according to Financial Times, the main 
topic of conversation at a recent OPEC conference 
was the re-emergence of the United States as a 
global oil power. Oil and liquid hydrocarbon 
output increased by 1.1 million barrels per day 
between 2008 and 2011. If the United States 

One oil economist recently quipped that the United 

States may need to join OPEC. What’s much more 

likely is that the United States and its neighbors 

may soon break OPEC’s back.
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expands oil-shale development, output will grow 
exponentially. “Thanks to both shale and the 
Canadian oil sands, North America could become 
self-suffi cient in oil ... and even a net exporter,” 
said Ryan Lance, CEO of ConocoPhillips. 

The ramifi cations are breathtaking: 
̈ More wealth and job creation in the United States.

What Morse calls a “supply-and-demand revolu-
tion” in oil could add 3.6 million new U.S. jobs and 
increase GDP by as much as 3.3 percent by 2020. 
̈ More revenue for states. Consider Alberta, which 
expects to generate $350 billion in royalties and 
$122 billion in provincial and local tax revenues 
from its oil sands over the next quarter-century.  
̈ Less dependence on unsavory regimes. The goal of 
building a thriving oil sector in this hemisphere 
would not be autarky, but rather security from 
overreliance on undependable suppliers. As we 
learned during the 1973-1974 embargo, oil can 
be a weapon. When Venezuela’s Hugo Chávez 
wants to hurt the United States, he raises the 
prospect of selling his oil to China, uses his oil 
wealth to prop up other trouble-
makers or buys Russian 
weapons. When Iran wants 
to do likewise, it threatens 
to close the Strait of 
Hormuz, funds insurgents 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, bank-
rolls Syria and diverts its petrodollars 
to nuclear-weapons development. 
An extra 11 million barrels per day produced in 
the Americas would send a signal to the global oil 
market, enable the law of supply and demand to 
bring prices down, and deprive those regimes of 
revenue and power. 
̈ Less need for military intervention in the Middle 

East. The security costs associated with maintain-
ing the energy status quo have been enormous. 
Dependence on Middle Eastern oil has forced the 
United States to prop up regimes that fl out Ameri-
can values (Saudi Arabia), avoid directly challeng-
ing them (Iran), and go to war for them (Kuwait) 
or against them (Iraq). Building an energy supply 
base in this hemisphere would recalibrate the U.S. 
relationship with the Middle East from that of user 
and pusher to a more normalized state. 

Comparisons. API concludes that taking full 
advantage of domestic oil reserves could decrease 
foreign oil imports by 79.7 percent. But Washing-
ton has to have the will to tap those reserves – or 
at least the good sense to get out of the way so that 
industry can meet market demands. 

Although the Obama administration deserves 
credit for challenging industry to think about the 
post-petro economy, it opposed the Keystone XL 
pipeline extension – which would have carried oil 
derived from Canada’s oil sands  – and reduced the 
acreage set aside for oil shale development. Drill-
ing permits have decreased by 36 percent under 
the Obama administration, which also imposed a 
moratorium on new offshore drilling. 

The reality is that oil is the fuel of both the 
present and the foreseeable future, and the energy 
alternatives of tomorrow are not yet ready to shoul-
der the burden at a competitive cost. Well-inten-
tioned but costly examples of government-funded 
alternatives – from Solyndra’s solar-powered 
bankruptcy, to ethanol’s endless subsidies, to wind 

power’s bird-killing side effects, to 
government-guaranteed Chevy 
Volts – only serve to under-
score how effi cient and cost-
effective fossil fuels are by 
comparison.

Hybrid cars, for instance, 
save gas but cost consider-
ably more than non-hybrids, 

making them too expensive 
for many consumers. Take 

the 2012 Honda Civic Hybrid, 
which starts at $24,200; the 
normal Civic costs $15,955 – 
a 51 percent difference. 

The Volt’s sticker price is $40,000 but costs 
$89,000 to build. The market’s response speaks 
volumes: GM’s goal was to sell 40,000 Volts in 
2012, but it actually sold about 20,800.

To see a genuine commitment to oil exploration 
and production, look no further than this hemi-
sphere. Quite unlike Washington’s recent approach 
to oil shale development, Canadian government 
agencies are encouraging oil sands development. 
The Albertan government estimates a capital 
investment of $218 billion over 25 years to fully 
develop the region’s oil sands.  

Likewise, after discovering huge caverns of 
offshore oil buried under miles of ocean and rock, 
Brazil began lining up investment pledges of some 
$224 billion to fund fi ve years of development and 
extraction. Eyeing an estimated 70 billion barrels, 
Brazil is prepared to raise $1 trillion over 10 years 
to support the project. The payoff: It is positioned 
to become a top-5 oil producer by 2020. 

Alan W. Dowd is contributing editor for The 
American Legion Magazine.
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on Howko tromps across a rain-drenched 
cemetery beside a highway in County 
Mayo, Ireland. He stops at the headstone 

of Pvt. James Forkan and immediately notices a 
problem. The wooden pole of a small U.S. fl ag 
planted in front of the grave has snapped in half. 
“No problem,” Howko says. “I have more fl ags.”

The commander of American Legion Post IR-03 
in Claremorris goes to his car, fi nds a fresh fl ag, 
replaces the broken one and looks thoughtfully at 
the burial plot of a young soldier whose wartime 
death was ignored for most of a century.

Forkan was one of 62 Irish-born soldiers and 
sailors who in 1922 were repatriated for burial in 
their home soil after losing their lives while fi ght-
ing for the United States in World War I. They were 
initially buried in military cemeteries in other parts 
of Europe until their families, given the option, had 
them exhumed and brought back to Ireland. Once 
reburied, their associations with the U.S. military 
were disregarded, due mainly to Ireland’s confl ict 
with Great Britain at the time, Howko says. The 
fallen troops received no U.S. military honors. 

No fl ags. No headstones engraved with rank, unit 
or branch of service. No Taps. “Until The American 
Legion and the Mayo Peace Park got involved, 
these men laid for over 90 years in unmarked 
graves,” Howko says.

Post IR-03 in Claremorris – named for Commo-
dore John Barry, Irish-born father of the modern 
U.S. Navy – has taken a lead role, with support 
from Ireland’s two other American Legion posts, to 
rededicate with full military honors the unmarked 
graves of the fallen World War I fi ghters. So far, 
Howko and his fellow Legionnaires have obtained 
offi cial military headstones (choice of bronze or 
marble) and conducted services for 12 Irish men 
who died in World War I, plus one for another 
veteran, Michael Gibbons, who received the Medal 
of Honor while serving in the U.S. Navy during the 
Spanish-American War but, like the others, was 
laid to rest without military recognition. 

The most recent rededication ceremony came 
last October, when U.S. Army Pvt. Michael K. 
Holmes – killed in a shellburst on Oct. 27, 1918 – 
fi nally received a service with full military honors. 

American Legion members in Ireland are serious 

about taking care of each other, alive or gone.

Legionnaire Ron Howko places 

a fl ag at a U.S. soldier’s grave in 

County Mayo, Ireland.  Photo by Jeff  Stoff er
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A bronze grave marker was unveiled, and his 
family was presented a U.S. burial fl ag and a 
presidential memorial certifi cate.

“The presentation of the fl ag is always an 
emotional event,” Howko says. “The fl ag is 
usually going to an elderly relative of the 
deceased service person. The occasion does 
provide a wonderful sense of recognition for the 
deceased, who they would have known only 
through hearsay and family lore. They have 
pictures of these young men in their military 
uniforms. The ceremony provides closure and 
an obligation fulfi lled to family dead and gone.”

Remembrance of the fallen is a sacred priority 
for Irish Legionnaires. The Legion performs 
other roles in Ireland that closely resemble those 
of posts in the United States. There are post 
service offi cers who provide assistance with 
government benefi ts. Irish Legionnaires march 
in holiday parades across the country. They 
support shelters for homeless veterans, raise 
money to build war memorials, and maintain 
connections with the U.S. Embassy in Dublin 
and with active-duty American troops. 

“Our main duty, as we see it, is looking after 
our members,” says Liam Kane, commander of 
John F. Kennedy Post IR-63 in Dublin and past 
National Executive Committeeman from the 
Department of France, which includes Ireland’s 
posts. “We also bury our members. We never 
fail to go get the fl ag and give them a decent 
funeral and play Taps, no matter what.”

One major event each year, not surprisingly, 
is St. Patrick’s Day. Legionnaires from across 
Ireland gather in Killarney and carry the colors 
through the city, typically winding their way to 
the Flesk Restaurant, home of Father Francis 
Duffy American Legion Post IR-02. “The recep-
tion we get in Killarney is unbelievable,” Kane 
says. “American visitors want to get out and 
walk with us.”

The Flesk is not an ordinary Irish eatery. 
Its walls are strikingly similar to many 
U.S.-based American Legion posts: they are 
adorned with license plates bearing the names, 
towns and numbers of other Legion posts 
around the world. U.S. tourists who happen 
upon the Flesk are astonished to fi nd 
The American Legion’s emblem hanging on the 
wall along with all the license plates.

“They can’t get over it,” says Flesk owner 
Dermot O’Leary, a Vietnam War veteran and 
Legionnaire who was drafted into the U.S. Army 
after he went to New York looking for work in  

Share your travel stories 
online at the new 
FODPAL site
Foreign and Outlying 

Departments and Posts of The 

American Legion (FODPAL) has a 

new website off ering visitors a 

forum to share stories and photos:

  www.legion.org/fodpal

Established in the early s, FODPAL is an organization 

within The American Legion connecting more than 

, members and  Legion posts in six departments 

outside the continental United States: Alaska, Hawaii, 

Puerto Rico, France, Mexico and the Philippines.

Legionnaires from foreign and outlying posts perform 

many of the same services as continental U.S. posts, 

often with special focus on foreign relations, overseas 

grave decoration, monuments, POW/MIA repatriation, 

collaboration with U.S. military personnel stationed 

abroad and active-duty installations.

The new FODPAL website includes:

̈ Photos of activities and ceremonies

̈ History of foreign and outlying posts

̈ Newsletters from FODPAL departments

̈ Contact information

̈ An interactive module where site visitors can upload 

photos and share stories of things they saw and people 

they met traveling beyond the lower  states

̈ Links to related veterans organizations, military 

websites, and news from the Joint POW/MIA Accounting 

Command (JPAC)

FODPAL can also be found on Facebook, where 

members and friends can see what’s going on where 

veterans are, as the group’s slogan says, “still serving 

America’s veterans ... around the world.”

   www.facebook.com/fodpal
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the early 1960s. “It happens all the time. They 
can’t get over the fact they have found an 
American Legion post in Ireland.”

World War II U.S. Army Air Corps veteran 
Glen Foy, adjutant of Post 02 in Killarney, says 
U.S. visitors “come over here and are sur-
prised. American Legion? One of the women in 
the U.S. Embassy once called us The American 
Foreign Legion.”

The Flesk is a magnet for U.S. tourists, 
especially veterans with Legion connections. 
The Killarney post – named for the famous 
World War I chaplain of New York’s Fighting 
69th Infantry Regiment, which drew heavily 
on the city’s Irish immigrant population of 
the early 20th century – once had nearly 300 mem-
bers but now has about 100, O’Leary says. “Our 
members are scattered now.”

The post was formed in 1951 when, O’Leary 
says, “there were tens of thousands of Irishmen in 
the Korean War ... if veterans had problems, got 
sick or something, the Legion would look after 
them.”

It is not a long way from there to Tipperary, 
which has no American Legion post. But it does 
have Corny’s Pub, established in 1742 and now 
owned by U.S. Marine Corps veteran and Legion-
naire Mark Cooney. Corny’s is where U.S. veterans 
like to hang out during special events, like annual 
late-September ceremonies and a parade through 
town that ends at the Remembrance Arch, a 
monument “to known Irish-born who died for the 
cause of peace and freedom since World War II,” 
explains Mick Haslam, a veteran of the Irish 
Defence Forces and chairman of the monument 
restoration project. 

One reason service in the U.S. military has 
appealed to the Irish through the years is that the 
Irish Defence Forces – an army, air corps and 
naval service often deployed in support of U.N. 
operations – is restricted in size and can be 
diffi cult to join. That’s what drove Cooney across 

the ocean. “I always had a fascination with the 
military,” says Cooney, a U.S. Marine from 1994 to 
1998. “In Ireland, you can’t just enlist in the army. 
You have to apply.”

Cooney instead applied for a visa and waited a 
year for approval before he joined the U.S. Marine 
Corps. “Join the best, that was my theory – do it 
right,” he says from behind the bar at Corny’s, 
where USMC fl ags that were fl own both in Opera-
tion Desert Storm and Operation Iraqi Freedom are 
proudly displayed. A U.S. fl ag fl aps in the breeze 
above the entrance of the pub.

The Remembrance Arch down the hill from 
Corny’s, meanwhile, “is a piece of history,” Haslam 
says. “Three different groups were involved, 
including The American Legion – people interested 
in remembrance, peace and reconciliation.” The 
memorial arch was offi cially unveiled by former 
Irish President Mary McAleese in 2005.

Engraved are the names of Ireland’s war dead 
since World War II, including a panel dedicated 
purely to those from Ireland who fell while serving 
the United States. The arch is restored from the 
original portico of the offi cers’ mess hall at Tipper-
ary Barracks, a British garrison and military 
hospital from 1874 to 1922. Now a nursing home 
and care center, the property remains encircled by 
its original stone walls. 

Father Francis Duff y
Post  IR-02,  Killarney

Commodore John Barry 
Post IR-03, Claremorris

John F. Kennedy 
Post IR-63, Dublin 

Irish American Legion members prepare to march in a St. 

Patrick’s Day parade in Killarney.  Photo by Ron Howko
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Tipperary became known to millions through 
the popular British anthem “It’s a Long Way to 
Tipperary,” written in 1912. Irish troops who 
trained or passed through the garrison before 
going to battle in France and Belgium during 
World War I were heard singing the song as they 
marched. In Ireland’s battle for independence 
from Great Britain shortly after World War I, 
Tipperary Barracks was the scene of deadly 
confl icts between the Irish and the British. A 
website dedicated to the memorial describes 
Tipperary’s meaning to veterans:

“Throughout the centuries and even today, 
Irishmen and Irishwomen have served and 
continue to serve with honor in foreign uniform, 
and on foreign soil, for noble and worthwhile 
causes, for which many had made the ultimate 
sacrifi ce ... Tipperary Remembrance Arch now 
serves as a focal point of remembrance, a place 
where all can gather, to remember with honor the 
memories of Ireland’s fallen, and the enormous 
sacrifi ces that they made.”

The need to better document Irish sacrifi ces in 
service to the United States and other nations is 
illustrated by the recent identifi cation of 22 Irish 
names on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington. Previously, only one name on the 
Wall had been documented as Irish. Likewise, 
the number of Irish known to have died fi ghting 
with U.S. forces in the Korean War has grown 
from six to 29, according to the Irish Veterans 
Historical Research Centre.

“As part of the thread of the emigrant country 
we still are, it is important to understand how 
and why these people adopted the fl ags of other 
nations,” the centre’s website explains. “From the 
grinding poverty and hardship that was life in 
Ireland for so many, to the idealism and belief in 

fi ghting for freedom or helping to overthrow 
tyranny, they were our brothers and sisters, 
uncles and aunts, mothers and fathers, sons and 
daughters, grandparents and other relatives. Irish 
through birth or heritage, they served – and often 
died – invisible but to their families and com-
rades-in-arms.”

Michael Coyne might have been one of the 
names on the Wall. He remembers in vivid detail 
the moment in Vietnam when a fellow tanker in 
the U.S. Army’s 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment 
stepped in front of him to test the ground and 
was blown to pieces by a land mine. “His rib,” 
Coyne remembers, “stuck in my arm. All that 
was left were his legs and his hips.”

Coyne had gone to Chicago as a teenager after 
the death of his mother, and joined the Army at 
21. He was trained as a projectionist, deployed as 
an offi cer’s driver and wound up in a tank. He 
was shot once in the arm, received numerous 
shrapnel wounds and was awarded a Bronze Star. 
After his discharge, he worked for a brief time in 
the United States before returning to Ireland in 
1970, where he has had a long career as an 
electrician and has become a voice for Irish-born 
Vietnam War veterans. A member of Dublin Post 
IR-63, he is featured in “The Green Fields of 
Vietnam,” a popular documentary about Ireland’s 
involvement in the war.

“I am proud that I was in Vietnam,” Coyne 
says. “I am proud that I was in the American 
army. I can trace relatives who have fought in 
every war America ever fought. America freed 
the world. And The American Legion is truly an 
international organization.” 

Jeff Stoffer is editor of The American Legion 
Magazine.

Michael Coyne, a member 

of John F. Kennedy Post 

IR-63 in Dublin, is featured 

in the popular Irish 

documentary fi lm “The 

Green Fields of Vietnam.”   
Photo by Jeff  Stoff er



Colt® Government Model® .45 caliber pistol. Born for a
combat role, the Colt .45 pistol was the classic military
firearm of the 20th century, a favorite sidearm of America’s
military from World War I through Vietnam. Craftsmen
commissioned specifically for this project by America
Remembers decorate each pistol in sparkling 24-karat gold
artwork. Issued in a limited edition of 500 Tributes, this
handsome presentation firearm captures the courage and sacrifice
of all those who fought for freedom in Vietnam.    

Honor Vietnam Veterans with this Exclusive Offer

Reservations will be accepted in the order they are received.
Only 500 of the Vietnam 50th Anniversary Tribute Pistols will ever
be produced.  To be sure of acquiring the Tribute before the edition
of 500 is fully subscribed, please place your reservation promptly.
We will arrange delivery through the licensed firearms dealer of your
choice. If for any reason you are not completely satisfied with your
Tribute, you may return it in original, unfired condition within 30
days for a complete and courteous refund.

Few generations have faced a more daunting challenge than
those who fought in Southeast Asia. When the nation called, they
answered. They didn’t hesitate to put their lives on the line and give
everything in defense of freedom. As a nation, we owe them a
tremendous amount of appreciation. 

Whether you are a veteran who answered the call to duty in
Vietnam, or you wish to honor your father, husband, brother, friend,
or other family member, the Vietnam 50th Anniversary Tribute Pistol
is sure to become a cherished addition to your collection. Order your
50th Anniversary Tribute today… and secure one of only 500 of this
fitting Tribute to those who heroically served our nation in Vietnam.

The Vietnam 50th Anniversary Tribute Pistol
Honoring All Those Who Served in Vietnam

Authorized by the Army Historical Foundation and Issued Exclusively by America Remembers®

On the left side, near the barrel, a banner reads “A Grateful Nation Remembers.” 

Also featured is a scene portraying a group of soldiers firing with an M-60 machine

gun and M-16s, the standard issue rifle for infantrymen. Also featured is artwork

depicting soldiers on patrol trudging single-file through a rice paddy. Near the hammer

is the iconic Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, awarded to all members of the

United States military who completed at least six months of duty in the Republic of

Vietnam between March 1, 1961 and March 28, 1973.  

“…remember those who served, those who fought… 

those still missing, and those who gave their last full measure of 

devotion for our country.” – President Ronald Reagan – 11 November, 1988 at Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial

Nothing about the Vietnam War was easy. It was a conflict that
took place halfway around the world in a country divided by decades
of bitter history. Front lines were blurred by dense jungles, rice
paddies, thick mountain forests, and acres of thick grasslands. Often,
the enemy was nearly invisible. The threat of ambush lurked on
every patrol, within the cities and inside every remote village. 

America’s involvement spanned three decades and it’s
estimated that more than 2,500,000 Americans served in Vietnam.
More than 58,000 Americans made the ultimate sacrifice and another
365,000 were wounded. Those numbers are truly staggering, and
America can never repay all those who honorably sacrificed and
served.

As the United States officially marks the observance of the 50th
Anniversary of the Vietnam War, we are proud to honor those who
answered the call to duty. We owe an enormous debt of gratitude to
those who served with honor. We can never repay the brave warriors
who lost their lives and those who are still listed as missing in action.
However, as Americans, we can come together to salute an entire
generation of soldiers who sacrificed and served with honor and
courage.

A Grateful Nation Remembers All Those Who Served

For this historic 50th Anniversary, America Remembers is
proud to introduce the Vietnam 50th Anniversary Tribute Pistol,
issued exclusively by America Remembers and authorized by the
Army Historical Foundation. Today, the Army Historical Foundation
is actively engaged in spearheading the new National Museum of
the United States Army to honor all those who have faithfully served
America to preserve and guarantee freedom. For this Vietnam 50th
Anniversary Tribute Pistol, America Remembers selected a working

Each side of the slide and grips feature a special

Vietnam War 50th Anniversary logo commissioned by

America Remembers to mark the historic 50th

Anniversary of the Vietnam War. Pictured inside the

oval frame is an American soldier, the distinctive

silhouette of Vietnam, and a pair of U.S. military

helicopters. Also featured on the slide is an elaborately

detailed Asian dragon, an image closely identified with

Vietnam. The Tribute’s hardware has been handsomely

decorated in 24-karat gold, including the grip screws,

slide stop, hammer, safety lock, and magazine catch.

Model: Colt® Government Model® Pistol  � Caliber: .45 ACP  � Edition Limit:  500

Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Telephone ( ) 

©AHL, Inc.

Display Case Available
An optional luxuriously lined, custom-built,

wooden display case is available for purchase. 

America Remembers®

10226 Timber Ridge Drive � Ashland, Virginia  23005
www.americaremembers.com

To place your reservation toll-free call 1-800-682-2291

I wish to reserve ___ of the “Vietnam 50th Anniversary Tribute Pistol,” a working Colt .45 pistol,
at the introductory issue price of $1,995.* My deposit of $195 per Tribute is enclosed.  I wish to pay
the balance at the rate of $100 per month, no interest or carrying charges.  Certificate of Authenticity
included. Thirty-day return privilege.    

�  Check enclosed for $ .

�  Charge payment of $ to: � VISA  � MasterCard  � AMEX  � Discover  

No. Exp.

Display Case
�  I wish to reserve the optional, luxuriously lined, custom-made display case with locking glass 

lid. My payment of $149* is enclosed or add to credit card.

The art on the right side features soldiers heading out on patrol across the Vietnamese countryside. Walking in single file was standard

procedure to avoid mines and booby traps set by the enemy. Beside those soldiers is a group of helicopters touching down in the field. 

One of the most recognizable military vehicles of all time, the helicopter was a lifesaver in Vietnam. Near the hammer, is the POW/MIA flag

an on-going reminder of all those still missing and unaccounted for in Southeast Asia. 
The Vietnam 50th Anniversary Tribute Pistol is issued by America Remembers® under license agreement with The Army Historical Foundation. 

*All orders are subject to acceptance and credit verification prior to shipment. Shipping and handling

will be added to each order. Virginia residents please add 5% sales tax.
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A crowd of more than  attended The American 

Legion’s Salute to Heroes Inaugural Ball in Washington on 

Jan. . A tradition since , the event included Vice 

President Joe Biden, former NBC news anchor Tom Brokaw, 

House and Senate Veterans’ Aff airs committee chairmen 

Rep. Jeff  Miller and Sen. Bernie Sanders, and wounded 

warriors and their families from nearby Fort Myer, Va.

The most celebrated guests, however, were  Medal of 

Honor recipients from World War II, the Korean War, Vietnam 

and Afghanistan. A select company rarely convened, the 

men took every opportunity to direct the spotlight to all 

who have served America in uniform. 

Jack Jacobs, a retired Army colonel who repeatedly risked 

his life running across open rice paddies in Vietnam to 

evacuate wounded soldiers, said that many others have 

acted as heroically under fi re as he did.

“We represent all the soldiers and sailors, airmen and 

Marines who performed valiantly,” Jacobs said. “No one saw 

what they did, or they were killed, or the paperwork got lost. 

But they also sacrifi ced so much for our freedoms today.”

Harold Fritz is another Medal of Honor recipient from the 

Vietnam War, recognized for leading the remnants of his 

supply convoy in fending off  an enemy force fi ve times its 

size, even with his serious wounds. The bond he shares with 

other Medal of Honor recipients is part of a larger 

connection with all U.S. military veterans.

“You don’t have to be a Medal of Honor recipient to have 

that camaraderie,” he said. “That we served together, we 

fought together, we lived together and we go on together – 

that’s really the key.”

A SALUTE 
TO HEROES

HONOR 

On inauguration weekend, 
the Legion hosted a rare gathering 
of Medal of Honor recipients.

“ “They welcomed me in like family, and that’s 
what they’ve become to me: another family. 
They were heroes of mine growing up and 
are still heroes of mine today.

Leroy Petry, who received the Medal of Honor for actions in 
Afghanistan, on belonging to a select group of Americans

Medal of Honor recipients in attendance

National Commander Jim Koutz welcomed “The Greatest 

Generation” author Tom Brokaw as emcee.  Photo by Craig Roberts

Sgt. 1st Class Leroy Petry talks with Vietnam Army veteran and 

fellow Medal of Honor recipient Brian Thacker.  Photo by Craig Roberts

John Baca (Vietnam)

Donald Ballard (Vietnam)

Gary B. Beikirch (Vietnam)

Patrick H. Brady (Vietnam)

Sammy L. Davis (Vietnam)

Roger H.C. Donlon (Vietnam)

Walter D. Ehlers (World War II)

Harold A. Fritz (Vietnam)

Salvatore A. Giunta (Afghanistan)

Thomas J. Hudner Jr. (Korean War)

Joe M. Jackson (Vietnam)

Jack Jacobs (Vietnam)

Walter J. Marm Jr. (Vietnam)

Thomas R. Norris (Vietnam)

Robert E. O’Malley (Vietnam)

Robert M. Patterson (Vietnam)

Leroy A. Petry (Afghanistan)

Alfred Rascon (Vietnam)

Ronald E. Ray (Vietnam)

Gordon R. Roberts (Vietnam)

Ronald E. Rosser (Korean War)

James M. Sprayberry (Vietnam War)

Kenneth E. Stumpf (Vietnam War)

Brian M. Thacker (Vietnam War)

Hershel W. Williams (World War II)



The Jacuzzi Walk-In Hot Tub…
your own personal fountain of youth.
The world’s leader in hydrotherapy and relaxation 

makes bathing safe, comfortable and affordable.

Jacuzzi®

Walk-In Hot Tub

For information call: 

1-877-631-6435

Call now Toll-Free and mention your 

special promotion code 49312. 

Third-party financing available with approved credit. 

Not Available in Hawaii and Alaska

All rights reserved. © 2013 firstSTREET®, Inc. For Boomers and Beyond®

New!

R
emember the feeling you had
the first time you got into a
hot tub? The warm water,

the energizing bubbles and the 
gentle hydrotherapy of the jets left
you feeling relaxed and rejuvenated.
Aches and pains seemed to fade
away, and the bubbling sound of the
water helped put you in a carefree
and contented mood. The first time
I ever got in a hot tub at a resort, I
said to myself “One of these days
I’m going to have one of these in
my home– so I can experience this
whenever I want.” Now that I’m
older, I’d still like to have the pain
relief and relaxation, but I have to
be careful about slipping and falling
in the bathroom. That’s why I was
thrilled to find out that Jacuzzi had
combined the safety of a walk-in
bath with the benefits of a hot tub.
Now that I have one in my home
I can have that luxurious resort
experience… whenever I want.

The moment you step into your
Jacuzzi Walk-In Hot Tub you’ll see
the superior design and the quality
of the craftsmanship. The entry
step is low and the door is 100%

guaranteed not to leak. The high 17”
seat enables you to sit comfortably
while you bathe and to access the
easy-to-reach controls. Best of all,
your tub comes with the patented
Jacuzzi PointPro™ jet system–
which gives you a perfectly balanced
water-to-air ratio to massage
you thoroughly but gently. These

high-volume, low-pressure pumps
are arranged in a pattern that creates
swirls and spirals that provide both
a total body massage and targeted
treatment of specific pressure
points. The tub features a high
gloss acrylic coating which is more
durable, scratch resistant and

easier to clean than traditional
gel-coat surfaces. It’s American
made with full metal frame 
construction and comes with a
lifetime warranty on both the tub
and the operating system. 

Isn’t it time you rediscovered the
comfort and luxury of a soothing
therapeutic hot tub experience
again? Call now and knowledgeable
product experts will answer any
questions and explain how easy
and affordable it can be. Don’t
wait, call now.

SEE THE JACUZZI® DIFFERENCE
Laboratory tests clearly show how Jacuzzi®

outperforms other manufacturers’ jet 
systems, producing a deeper and wider 
plume of revitalizing bubbles. Best of all, 

it doesn’t cost you a penny more!

Jacuzzi®

Other
Brands

Why Jacuzzi is the Best 
✓ Easy and Safe Entry -

Low entry, leakproof door allows 
you to step safely into the tub.

✓ Durable and Easy to Clean - 
State of the art acrylic surface.

✓ Comfortable Seating -
Convenient 17 inch raised seat.

✓ Worry Free Enjoyment -
Thanks to Jacuzzi's Lifetime 
Limited Warranty.

✓ Maximum Pain Relief -
Therapeutic water AND air jets.

✓ Relax Fully - All controls are 
within easy reach.

✓ Personalized Massage -
Adjustable back jets for 
pinpoint control.

✓ No Hassle Installation -
Designed to fit in your existing 
tub space.

8
0
4
3
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Introducing
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CAPITOL HILL 

What’s more popular than Congress?
You’d be surprised

VERBATIM 

To dole out relief in this way is to administer a narcotic, a subtle 

destroyer of the human spirit. It is inimical to the dictates of sound 

policy. It is in violation of the traditions of America. Work must be found 

for able-bodied but destitute workers. The federal government must 

and shall quit this business of relief.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt, in his annual message to Congress, Jan. 4, 1935

ound 

st 

, 1935

With U.S. lawmakers hitting new lows in popularity, Public Policy Polling (PPP) kicked off   

with a memorable poll on just how much Americans don’t like Congress. “We’ve seen poll after 

poll after poll over the last year talking about how unpopular Congress is, but really, what’s the 

diff erence between an  percent or a  percent or a  percent favorability rating?” PPP pollsters 

asked. So they took a diff erent approach: testing Congress’ popularity against a series of 

unpleasant or disliked things. Here’s what they found:

Congress did beat out telemarketers (-), the Kardashians (-), lobbyists (-), 

North Korea (-), meth labs (-) and communism (-).  Photos by Veer

LICE 67% CONGRESS19%

CONGRESS23%

CONGRESS43%

CONGRESS29%

CONGRESS37%

CONGRESS34%

69%BRUSSELS 
SPROUTS

45%COCKROACHES

56%REPLACEMENT
REFS

41%GENGHIS KHAN

56%TRAFFIC JAMS

ON THE
OTHER  HAND



www.DreamProductsCatalog.com
WEB OFFERS MAY VARY

ORDER TOLL FREE  
1.800.530.2689

Receive a FREE Surprise 
Gift with every order

Dept. 6687624 HOUR HEALTH SHOES

 FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional)
Add An Additional $2.95

(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment)

CA residents must add 7.5% sales tax  $ 

 $ 2.95

TOTAL

  $ 

  $ 

 $ 

#95021

S (6-7)
____

#95022

M (8-9)
____

#95023

L (10-11)
____

#95024

XL (12-13)
____

#95018

M (61
2-71

2)
____

#95019

L (8-9)

____

#95020

XL(91
2-101

2)
____

#95017

S (5-6)

____

 $ 

_____ Pr(s) 24 Hour Health Shoes @ $16.97pr.

INDICATE NUMBER OF PAIRS ORDERED UNDER SIZE

Shipping Add $3.95    FREE 

Add $3.00 Handling No matter how many ordered    

Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc.
Send Order To:  412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA  91496

Name 

Address

City                                                            ST          Zip

Daytime Phone #

Email Address

 VISA     MasterCard     Discover®/NOVUSSMCards     

Card#                                   Expiration Date  /

Please Print Clearly

3.00 

The Longer You Wear Them...
The Better Your Feet Will Feel!

Diabetes

Blisters

Tired Feet

Bunions

Swollen Feet

Refresh | Revitalize | Invigorate

24 Hours 

THERAPY

    FOAM

       INSOLES

   SHOCK ABSORBING 
SOLE IS EASY ON 

LEGS, KNEES 
AND ANKLES!

of Soothing Therapeutic Comfort

Great for

ADJUSTABLE — CUSTOM FIT

FREE
SHIPPING 

24 Hour 
Health Shoes

ONLY $1697

So Comfortable...You’ll Never Want To Take Them Off 

These may very well be the most comfortable shoes you’ll ever slip your feet into. Not only are they totally constructed of imported plush polyester 
from heel to toe, they have a therapeutic foam insole that conforms to the exact shape of your foot for ultimate comfort. If that’s not enough, the 
top has a self closure that adjusts for an even more custom fit. Also features a flexible TPR “rubber” sole for sure footing and durability indoors 
or out. So comfortable you might forget you’re wearing them. Hurry, order today and get a FREE surprise gift and FREE SHIPPING.
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GALLERY

In this undated photo from the Korean War, Sgt. Ron Gladstone of Battle Creek, Mich., Cpl. John McCullough of Chicago and 

Pfc. John Robinson of Willard, Ky., from left, use a 57 mm rifl e to take out an enemy machine-gun nest. McCullough was captured 

on Nov. 30, 1950, and is presumed to have died or been killed while in captivity. His remains have not been recovered.  U.S. Army photo

Chani Sanchez, a writer 
and mother in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
on the iPotty, a child’s training 
seat with a place to attach 
an iPad. Unveiled at the 
2013 International 
Consumer Electronics 
Show in Las Vegas, 
the iPotty will 
retail for 
about 
$40.

VERBATIM 

nchez, a writer 
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 place to attach 

nveiled at the 
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Electronics 
as Vegas, 
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“

“It’s like the last sacred place – 

the toilet – has fi nally succumbed 

to the noise of the Information Age.

ACTIVE DUTY 

One tough recruit
Ten-year-old 

Khalil Quarles of 

Baltimore wanted 

to grow up and 

enlist in the Army. 

When he was 

diagnosed with 

terminal cancer, his 

dream of becoming 

a soldier was 

shattered. However, as it has a habit of doing, the 

U.S. Army made the impossible possible, when troops 

from the th Military Command at Fort Meade visited 

Khalil to swear him in as an honorary servicemember.

As the Daily Mail of Britain reports, Capt. Brandon 

Crawford led several soldiers in presenting the young boy 

with a uniform and a special fl ag plaque. 

“It’s come to my attention that one of your lifelong 

ambitions is to become a soldier, so I brought some of my 

troops here to make you an honorary member of the 

United States Army,” Crawford said. Khalil was speechless. 

“This guy is tough,” said Crawford. “That’s why we’re 

happy to induct him into the Army.”

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Mark Bell  



*Plus $9.99 shipping and service. Limited-edition presentation restricted to 295 casting days. Please allow 4-8 
weeks after initial payment for shipment.  Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                               Zip

01-16197-001-E94991

9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue ·  Ni les,  IL 60714-1393

RESERVATION APPLICATION                                SEND NO MONEY NOW

YES.   Please reserve the “Trails of Glory” collectible for me as 
described in this announcement. 

Limit: one per order.                           Please Respond Promptly

 ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  ★  

Salute a true 

American Hero
In his classic Westerns Duke 
symbolized what an American 
hero should be. He showed his 
true colors—red, white, and blue—
with every role he played on the 
silver screen. Now The 
Bradford Exchange 
celebrates Duke’s 
patriotism and pride 
with “Trails of Glory.”

Hand-cast and 
hand-painted in subtle

 antique tones 

★
Fully-sculpted fi gurine 

portrays John Wayne during 
his early career

★
American fl ag evokes 
Duke’s patriotic spirit

★
Sculpted rocky base with montage 

artwork of Duke

Exceptional value; 

satisfaction guaranteed
Strong demand is expected for 
this exclusive l imited edit ion 
John Wayne tr ibute .  Act  now 
to acquire yours at the $69.99* 
issue price,  payable in three 
installments of $23.33 each. 
Your purchase is fully backed 
by our unconditional, 365-day 
money-back guarantee. Don’t 
risk disappointment. Send 
no money now. Just mail 
the Reservation Application 
today!
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A Patriotic Celebration of 
John Wayne, American Hero

JOHN WAYNE,                      ,  DUKE and THE DUKE are 
the exclusive trademarks of, and the John Wayne 
name, image, likeness and voice and all other re-
lated indicia are the intellectual property of, John 
Wayne Enterprises, LLC. ©2012.  All rights reserved. 
www.johnwayne.com

www.bradfordexchange.com/16197
Shown smaller than actual size of about 9 inches high x 7¼ inches wide

©2012 BGE  01-16197-001-BI
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Have your good intentions for the new year 

already been blown to the side of the road like a 

grocery bag on the highway? It could be that 

you just didn’t set yourself up correctly. Before 

the year is too far gone, let’s look at how to 

approach goal setting in a way that could help 

you correct course and make  a lucky year.

The concept of “SMART” goal setting dates 

back to the mid-s and Peter F. Drucker’s 

book “The Practice of Management.” Let’s apply this 

approach to the No.  fi nancial goal I see people pursue, the 

very Cadillac of resolutions: “I want to get out of debt.”

̈ Specifi c. The usual problem: The intent of “get out of 

debt” is good, but it’s certainly not specifi c. Are you really 

talking about your mortgage, car loans, student loans and 

credit cards, or just one part or another? The fi x: be laser-

focused. Identify a specifi c debt or dollar amount to attack.

̈ Measurable. The usual problem: You can’t measure what 

you haven’t defi ned. But with the fi rst step done, you have a 

clear measuring stick to work against. If the goal is to shed 

$, in credit-card debt, you’ll be able to map out a plan 

with benchmarks to track your progress. It doesn’t have to 

be hard – write your goal down and post it on the fridge.

̈ Attainable. The usual problem: Letting your enthusiasm 

overtake your realism. Is the general notion to get out of 

debt attainable? For most folks I know, it is, but 

not right away. Don’t put your goal in jeopardy 

by biting off  more than you can chew. The fi x: 

focus on the bite, not the meal. Remember the 

old saying: “How do you eat an elephant? One 

bite at a time.” Apply that logic to your debt-

reduction goal.

̈ Relevant. The usual problem: Incorrect focus. 

Why did you fall in debt? If it wasn’t a one-off  

medical situation or an isolated bad decision, but 

rather habitual overspending, “getting out of debt” might 

not be the right goal. The fi x: switch your goal to one that 

focuses on monthly spending control and adherence to a 

budget. Then, you’re more likely to have lasting success. 

̈ Time-bound. The usual problem: No specifi c time frame. 

If you’re like me, you work better with a deadline – and so 

do your goals. The fi x: set a date to get the task at hand 

knocked out as part of your new goal setting process.

So if the shoe fi ts (or, perhaps, fell off ), why not start over? 

This time, try it with carefully thought-out and constructed 

goals that give you a better shot at success. 

J.J. Montanaro is a certifi ed fi nancial planner for USAA, The 

American Legion’s preferred provider of fi nancial services. 

Submit questions for him online.

  www.legion.org/focusonfi nances

J.J. MONTANARO

FOCUS ON 
FINANCES

To get out of debt, get specii c

PERSONAL FINANCE

“ “

VERBATIM 

Paul Snider, organizer of a gun show at 
January’s Expo Idaho. This year’s crowd was the 
biggest in his 32 years of putting on the event, 
Snider told news station KBOI 2. “I don’t think 
they are panicking yet, but they are very 
concerned about what might
come down the line.”

These guns and ammo are going 

out the door in armloads. 

Some people can hardly walk, 

they’ve got so much stuff .

Veer

EDUCATION

GI Bill transfer 
must happen 
during service
Q: I retired from active duty in 

2010, but before I did, 

I transferred my GI Bill eligibility 

to my daughter, who was in 

college at the time. She graduated last May. I still have six 

months of Chapter 33 educational benei ts. How can I 

transfer the remaining benei ts to my son, who will start 

college this fall? 

A: Unfortunately, if you did not elect to transfer 

your educational benefi ts to your son while on active 

duty, he will not be able to use them.

Valerie Heff ner, a Marine Corps veteran and member of 

American Legion Post  in Arizona, is a past vice 

president of the National Association of Veterans’ 

Program Administrators. askvalerie@legion.org

BY VALERIE HEFFNER
VETERANS & EDUCATION

MY GI BILL



TOLL-FREETOLL-FREE

TOLL-FREE

PATENTED DESIGN easily fills in potholes, 
smoothes washboard.

POWERED ACTUATOR controls grading depth 
with a remote control.

LOOSENS AND REDISTRIBUTES composite 
driveway surfaces without the need to haul, 
shovel, or rake new material.

CARBIDE-TIPPED 
SCARIFYING 
teeth loosen the 
hardest surfaces.

Turn A Rough 
Driveway Into 
A Smooth Ride. 

Tows behind your 
ATV or Lawn Tractor!

DR® POWER GRADER

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!
Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!

877-788-4074 
DRpowergrader.com

877-788-4074
DRstumpgrinder.com

877-788-4074 
DRLogsplitters.com
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NEW Lower-Priced Models!

©
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3

The new DR® RapidFire™ Log Splitter slices 

through logs in under two seconds—up to six 

times faster than ordinary log splitters. We’ve 

replaced hydraulics with two hefty cast iron 

fl ywheels that generate massive splitting 

force. Split dense 

hardwoods up to 

30" in diameter.

PATENT 
PENDING

ONE LOG, 
ONE SECOND.

WORLD’S 
FASTEST
SPLITTER!

EXPANDlawn areas.

   fi elds & meadows.

BLAZE new trails.

REMOVE mowing 
hazards.

 STUMP 
REMOVAL 
FAST & EASY!

 Eliminate Landscape 
Eyesores with a 
DR® STUMP GRINDER!

36
MONTH
FINANCING 

AVAILABLE*

77618X © 2013

 The DR® STUMP 

GRINDER uses 

carbide-tipped cutting 

teeth that take over 

360 “bites” per second, to pulveriz-

ing stumps into a pile of woodchips. 

Quickly and easily, you can grind any 

size tree stump below ground level. 

Gone forever!

�Yes! Please send me my 3-Coin Collectors Set for ONLY $4.95 – regularly
$19.25, plus FREE Shipping (limit 4 sets). Please also send my FREE Uncirculated
4-Coin Set of 2009 Lincoln Bicentennial Cents (one per customer, please).

✓

America’s Favorite Coin Source • TRUSTED SINCE 1945

Please send
coupon to:

Dept. 2WC413
1309 Mt. Eustis Rd
Littleton NH 
03561-3737

Name ____________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________Apt#_______ 

City___________________________________State _____ Zip ______________

E-Mail____________________________________________________________

Exp. Date  ____ /____Card No.

Please print your complete name and address clearly

Order Deadline: 12:00 Midnight, March 31, 2013Get a 3-Coin Collectors Set PLUS a FREE Lincoln Bicentennial Cent Set!
Method of payment:
� Check payable to 

Littleton Coin Co.  
� VISA    
� MasterCard   
� American Express    
� Discover Network     

Special Offer 
for New 

Customers Only

Own Three Scarce Collector Classics!

1913-1938 Indian/Buffalo Nickel 
with a uniquely American coin design

1859-1909 Indian Head Cent
last minted over a century ago

1883-1913 Liberty Head “V” Nickel
from the turn of the 20th century

SAVE
OVER 70%!

Long vanished from circulation, you get all 3 of these scarce
collector favorites in this special set for ONLY $4.95 – a savings
of OVER 70% OFF the regular price of $19.25. Order by deadline
and you also get a FREE 4-coin set of Uncirculated 2009 Lincoln
bicentennial cents, plus enjoy FREE Shipping to your home! 

You’ll also receive our fully illustrated catalog, plus other
fascinating selections from our Free Examination Coins-on-
Approval Service, from which you may purchase any or none of
the coins – return balance in 15 days – with option to cancel at
any time. Order your 3-coin Collectors Set now and SAVE!

How Many Sets (limit 4):   _________  

Total Cost at $4.95 per set: $________

Add Custom 20th Century
Type Coin Display Folders & 

SAVE 28% at $2.50 ea. (regularly $3.49): $________

Shipping & Handling: $________

Total Amount: $________

SPECIAL

SAVINGS!

FREE!

Uncirculated 

4-Coin Set of 

2009 Cents, with
special one-year
bicentennial designs

FREE Gift!
when you order by deadline

Mail coupon today or order online at: www.LittletonCoin.com/specials • 45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction   
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RAPID FIRE

CAREERS

Tips for writing effective 

LinkedIn proi les
LinkedIn has become the No.  recruiting 

source for for just about every industry and 

profession. Whether you’re just getting 

started or enhancing your existing profi le, 

here are some essential tips.

̈ Get noticed. Write a profi le headline 

that instantly communicates “who” you are 

– some examples might be “Talented 

Logistics Professional Who Increases 

Productivity” or “Electrical Engineer with  

Percent Systems Downtime.”

̈ Sell yourself. Optimize your summary by fi lling it with 

important achievements, relevant keywords, notable positions and 

other distinguishing information. The summary section holds up to 

, characters (including spaces), so use this section wisely.

̈ Get endorsements and recommendations. Few descriptions 

carry the weight of third-party input on your talents and 

accomplishments. Recommendations have been part of LinkedIn 

for years, but endorsements of specifi c skills are new. Build those 

sections.

̈ Write achievement-focused job descriptions. Just as with 

your résumés, be certain that your LinkedIn job descriptions don’t 

just list responsibilities. That information is important, and most 

powerful when coupled with your accomplishments. Be 

comprehensive.

̈ Join LinkedIn groups. There are thousands of them. Find 

groups in your industry and profession, then join so that you can 

share your knowledge, build your visibility and, most importantly, 

get to know others. These individuals may be able to open doors to 

opportunities that you might not otherwise know about. Many of 

these groups also post job openings. 

̈ Build your network. There is nothing more valuable than 

building a strong and diverse network on LinkedIn. The more 

people you connect with, the larger and faster your network grows. 

Your st-degree contacts are people you know. However, nd- and 

rd-degree contacts are useful for generating interviews. 

There is a great deal more to know about LinkedIn, so get online 

and start learning.

Wendy Enelow is co-author of “Expert Résumés for Military-to-Civilian 

Transitions” and “Executive Résumé Toolkit.”

THE JOB FRONT
BY WENDY S. ENELOW

HISTORY

National WWII 

Museum celebrates 

latest expansion
The National WWII Museum in New Orleans 

has opened its latest addition in a $ million 

expansion project.

The $ million U.S. Freedom Pavilion: The 

Boeing Center features some of the “big guns” 

of American military might, including a B- 

Flying Fortress, a B-J Mitchell bomber, a SBD- 

Dauntless dive bomber, a TBM Avenger torpedo 

bomber, a P-D 

Mustang fi ghter and 

an FU- Corsair 

fi ghter. The pavilion 

also has a massive 

wall honoring World 

War II Medal of 

Honor recipients, 

and an interactive 

submarine 

experience based 

on USS Tang’s fi nal 

mission.

The gift from 

Boeing, which built 

the B-, is the 

largest private 

contribution the 

museum has received to date. Funding for 

pavilion exhibits and artifact restoration has 

been provided by several private donors. The 

American Legion has supported the museum 

and its purpose since it was fi rst envisioned by 

the late author Stephen Ambrose in the s. 

Another pavilion – Campaigns of Courage: 

European and Pacifi c Theaters – is scheduled to 

open in  and will house two gallery-fi lled 

fl oors that examine Allied campaigns around 

the globe. The Liberation Pavilion, scheduled to 

open in , will focus on the closing months 

of the war and the immediate postwar years.

VETERANS HEALTH 

TRICARE Prime change hits Oct. 1
In January, The American Legion Magazine reported 

on DoD’s plans to stop off ering TRICARE Prime, the 

military’s managed care option, in areas more than 

 miles from a military treatment facility or base closure 

site (Veterans Update). Those plans are now fi nal.

All three TRICARE Regions – North, South and 

West – will eliminate remote Prime service areas 

simultaneously on Oct. , forcing , benefi ciaries to 

switch to TRICARE Standard, the fee-for-service option. 

For military retirees needing care, that will mean higher 

out-of-pocket costs.

The change does not aff ect elderly benefi ciaries who 

use TRICARE for Life as a supplement to Medicare. It also 

does not aff ect coverage of retirees and family members 

enrolled in the U.S. Family Health Plan (USFHP) at eight 

former Public Health Service hospitals. 



Even the best inventions can 

get better. Cordless phones have

gotten smaller and feature better

sound… televisions have gotten

sharper and more affordable. Now,

the Personal Sound Amplification

Product (PSAP) that has enabled

countless people to “turn up the

volume” is better than ever.  

Perfect Choice HD is NOT a hearing

aid. Hearing aids can only be sold

by an audiologist or a licensed 

hearing instrument

specialist following

hearing tests and 

fitting appointments.

Once they have you

tested and fitted, you

could pay as much as

$5000 for the product.

Reading glasses for

your ears. While some

people need hearing

aids, many just need

the extra boost in

volume that a PSAP gives them.

Now, thanks to the efforts of the

doctor who leads a renowned 

hearing institute, there is Perfect

Choice HD. It’s a PSAP designed 

to accurately amplify sounds and

deliver them to your ear. Because

we’ve developed an efficient 

production process, we can make 

a great product at an affordable

price. The unit has been designed 

to have an easily accessible battery,

but it is small and lightweight

enough to hide behind your ear…

only you’ll know you have it on. 

It’s comfortable and won’t make

you feel like you have something

stuck in your ear. It provides high

quality audio so sounds and 

conversations will be easier to 

hear and understand.

Try it for yourself with our exclusive

home trial. We want you to be

happy with Perfect Choice HD, 

so we are offering to let you try it

for yourself. If you are not totally 

satisfied with this product, simply

return it within 60 days for a refund

of the full product purchase

price. Don’t wait… and miss 

out on another conversation…

call now!

Are you or 

a loved one frustrated 

in these situations?

• Restaurants • Dinner parties 

• Outdoor conversations 

• Lectures • Sermons 

• Meetings 

…and other times where you

need to turn up the volume

New Personal Sound Amplification Product 

is an affordable way to “turn up the volume!”

The Invention of the Year 
is Great News for your Ears
Perfect Choice HD™ is easy to use, 

hard to see and doesn't cost a fortune… 

it’s like reading glasses for your ears™!

Affordable, Simple to use, 

Virtually impossible to see

Perfect Choice HD is not a hearing aid. If you believe 

you need a hearing aid, please consult a physician.

Not available in the state of Washington. 8
0
3
6
8

Call now for our lowest price

and get FREE Bonus 
Hearing Tubes.

Please mention promotional code

46400.

1-888-481-4680
1998 Ruffin Mill Road  •  Colonial Heights, VA 23834

NEW
Now with 

More Power 
& Clarity

Now we’ve made Perfect Choice HD better than ever!

Sound Quality 

Volume 

Hearing Tubes 

Ear Buds 

One-on-One 

set up instructions

New Perfect Choice HD

Better – It Reduces 
Feedback

35dB – 15% Louder

3 to choose from for
different situations

2 to choose from for
better fit and sound

Yes – if needed

Original Design

Good 

up to 30dB

One 

One 

No 



RAPID FIRE

ASK A SERVICE OFFICER

Q: I am leaving the service. Is it 

in my best interest to fi le a 

pre-discharge claim or use the 

traditional claims process?

A: Benefi ts Delivery at Discharge 

(BDD) allows a servicemember to 

submit a claim for disability 

compensation  to  days prior to 

release from active duty or 

demobilization. BDD requires a 

minimum of  days to allow suffi  cient 

time to complete a medical 

examination process prior to 

separation from service. Servicemembers with one to  

days remaining on active duty, or who do not meet the 

BDD criterion requiring availability for all examinations 

prior to discharge, may fi le a Quick Start (QS) claim.

In November, the average number of days pending for 

BDD claims was , and  for QS claims. So based on my 

level of expertise and those who deal exclusively with BDD 

and QS claims, I would say that if you plan to leave the area 

where you are separating from the service, you may be 

better off  fi ling a traditional claim once you have 

established permanent residence somewhere. This is 

because the local VA regional offi  ce or medical center may 

have a shorter timeline for processing claims or 

examinations. And depending on when you leave your 

active-duty station, your examining facility may not be the 

same as the one where you receive medical care after 

service. This may aff ect continuity of care. 

The pre-discharge claims programs are designed to help 

veterans receive VA disability benefi ts sooner by starting 

the claims process before separation. BDD and QS claims 

are available nationwide and open to all servicemembers 

on active duty, including members of the National Guard 

and reservists. 

For more information on VA pre-discharge programs, 

visit www.benefi ts.va.gov/predischarge.

Do you have a question for Department of North Carolina 

Service Offi  cer Cajun Comeau about the claims process or 

veterans benefi ts in general? Send it to askso@legion.org. 

Pros, cons of i ling a pre-discharge claim

Cajun Comeau

Department Service 

Oi  cer, North Carolina

REMEMBRANCE

‘Wall That Heals’ tour kicks off in Ohio
The  exhibition tour of “The Wall 

That Heals,” a half-scale replica of the 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial, kicks off  

March - in Columbus, Ohio.

For more than  years, the exhibit 

has crisscrossed the country, bringing 

the Vietnam Wall to millions of 

Americans who otherwise would not 

see the names of family members or 

friends who made the ultimate 

sacrifi ce during the Vietnam War.

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

Fund (VVMF) maintains the replica 

Wall, which is made of aluminum 

mounted on an aluminum frame. 

Approximately  feet in length, it 

has  individual panels. The exhibit 

also includes an information center 

staff ed by volunteers and a museum 

of tributes left at the original Wall in 

Washington.

VVMF Communications Manager 

Allyson Shaw says the volunteers are 

very knowledgeable and take requests 

for rubbings from the original Wall. 

Rubbing at The Wall That Heals is not 

recommended due to the lightweight 

construction and and easily scratched  

surface. Requested rubbings are free 

and usually sent in about  days. 

Due to a lack of funds, The Wall That 

Heals has yet to match the original 

Wall – it has not been updated since 

 and contains , names vs. 

, on the Wall in Washington. 

See the full  schedule:

  www.vvmf.org/twthtour

Request a rubbing online:qq

  www.vvmf.org/name-rubbing

U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Richard Wrigley

$$$$$$33333334444444..00000000000

1 oz. Fine Silver

2013 Silver 
American 

Eagle

2013 $5 Gold 
American Eagle

$179.00

1/10 oz. Fine Gold
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LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. Coupon 
good at our stores or website or by phone. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & 
Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS
Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices

LIFETIME WARRANTY
ON ALL HAND TOOLS!

FACTORY DIRECT 
TO YOU!

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell 
high quality tools at such ridiculously 
low prices? We buy direct from the 
factories who also supply the major 
brands and sell direct to you. It's just 
that simple!  See for yourself at one of 
our 400 Stores Nationwide and use this 
20% Off Coupon on one of our 7,000 
products*, plus pick up a Free  6 Piece 
Screwdriver Set, a $4.99 value . We 
stock Shop Equipment, Hand Tools, 
Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power Tools, 
Woodworking Tools, Welders, Tool 
Boxes, Generators, and much more.

Nobody Beats Our Quality, Service and Price!

Over•  20 Million Satisfi ed Customers!
1 Year Competitor's Low Price Guarantee• 

No Hassle Return Policy!• 

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed!• 

Over 400 Stores Nationwide• 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or website or by phone. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or website or by phone. 
*Cannot be used with other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track Club membership, 
extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, generators, tool storage 
or carts, welders, fl oor jacks, Towable Ride-on Trencher (Item 65162), open box items, 
in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not valid on prior purchases after 30 days 
from original purchase date with original receipt. Non-transferrable. Original coupon 
must be presented. Valid through 6/17/13. Limit one coupon per customer per day.
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WITH ANY PURCHASE

 6 PIECE 
SCREWDRIVER SET 

ITEM 47770

REG. PRICE $4.99

 1500 WATT DUAL 
TEMPERATURE HEAT 

GUN (572°/1112°) 
LOT NO. 

96289

 $799 REG. 
PRICE 

$19 .99 SAVE 
60%

SAVE 
60%

SAVE 
56%

SAVE 
$50

SAVE 
46%

SAVE 
50%

SAVE 
61%

SAVE 
48%

SAVE 
33%

SAVE 
$150

 4000 LB. CAPACITY 
CABLE WINCH PULLER 

 For dead loads only; 
not for lifting.  

Item  30329  
shown  $1299 

REG. PRICE $24 .99 

LOT NO. 
30329/69854

SAVE 
48%

 800 RATED WATTS/
900 MAX. WATTS 

PORTABLE 
GENERATOR 

LOT NO.  66619 /
60338/69381

 $8999 
REG. PRICE $179.99

Item 
 69381  
shown

™

900 M

G
NEW!NEW!

SAVE 
$90

 7 FT. 4" x 9 FT. 6" 
ALL PURPOSE WEATHER 

RESISTANT TARP 
LOT NO. 877/69137/

69249/69129/
69121

REG. 
PRICE 
$6 .99  $279 

Item 877 
shown

 MULTI-USE 
TRANSFER PUMP 

LOT NO.  66418 

 $499 REG. 
PRICE 

$12 .99 

 RAPID PUMP® 
1.5 TON ALUMINUM 
RACING JACK 

3-1/2 PUMPS 
LIFTS MOST 
VEHICLES!

 $5999 REG. 
PRICE 

$119.99

Item  
68053  
shown

WEIGHS 
27 LBS.

 LOT NO. 
68053 /
69252/
60569

SAVE 
$60

Item 93888 
shown

 MOVER'S DOLLY 

 $799  1000 LB. 
CAPACITY 

REG. PRICE $14.99

LOT NO.  93888 /60497

30",  11 DRAWER 
ROLLER CABINET 

LOT NO. 
67421

 $14999 REG. 
PRICE 

$299 .99 

INCLUDES:
6 Drawer Top Chest• 
2 Drawer Middle Section• 
3 Drawer Roller Cabinet• 

 LOT NO. 67227 /
69567/60566

 27 LED PORTABLE 
WORKLIGHT/FLASHLIGHT 

 $259 REG. 
PRICE 
$5.99

Requires three 
AAA batteries 
(included).Item 

67227 
shown

 $6999 REG. 
PRICE 

$119 .99 

LOT NO.  
68424 /

2623Item 
 68424  
shown

1/2" INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 
SUPER HIGH  TORQUE 

IMPACT WRENCH 

 PNEUMATIC 
ADJUSTABLE 
ROLLER SEAT 

LOT NO. 
46319

 $1999 REG. 
PRICE 

$29 .99 

300 LB. 
CAPACITY

130 PIECE TOOL KIT 
WITH CASE

 $2599 REG. 
PRICE 

$49 .99 

LOT NO. 
 68998 /
69331/
91507

Item 
68998 
shown

 $3999 
REG. PRICE $79 .99 

LOT NO. 
97080/
69269

Item 
97080 
shown

3 GALLON , 
100 PSI OILLESS 
HOT DOG STYLE 

AIR COMPRESSOR 

Item 
66910 
shown

REG. PRICE $179 .99 
 $12999 

 1-1/4" CAPACITY 
15 AMP 

CHIPPER SHREDDER 

LOT NO.  66910/69293 

700 FT. LBS. MAX. TORQUE

SAVE 
$50

GRAND 
OPENINGS

Covina, CA
Chicago, IL

Albuquerque, NM
Bronx, NY

Medford, MA
Kansas City, MO

Green Brook, NJ
Pennsauken, NJ



COMRADES

AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES
58th Aerial Port Sqdn, Westover ARB, MA, 
9/8, Jack Lucas, (978) 939-5158, jacktheflash17@
yahoo.com; 73rd Bomb Wing, Kansas City, 
MO, 5/22-26, Cathy Debbrecht, (316) 778-1125, 
bombwing73@cox.net; 351st Bomb Grp 8th 
AF (WWII), Portland, OR, 6/20-23, Deborah 
Eason, (478) 453-7388, dbme@windstream.net; 
485th Tact Msl Wing, Cocoa Beach, FL, 4/25-28, 
Rob Webber, (941) 685-1000, robwebber@
comcast.net; 6922nd Sec Wing (1967-1972), 
Reno, NV, 5/15-19, Mike Gilson, (925) 766-6114, 
michael.e.gilson@gmail.com; Bien Hoa AB, 
Fairborn, OH, 8/22-24, Tim Pierce, (864) 653-7510, 
tap6869nam@yahoo.com; Nagoya/Komaki AB, 
Japan, Pittsburgh, 5/19-21, Joe Calhoun, (724) 

538-3638, normac@embarqmail.com; Society of 
AF Nurses, Portland, ME, 9/19-22, Peter Jefferson, 
(815) 867-7703, pjcj@rocketmail.com

ARMY
5th Cav, Gatlinburg, TN, 8/20-24, Jim Reecamper, 
(417) 844-5347, woodcamp@mowisp.net; 7/13th 
Arty (Vietnam), Charleston, SC, 10/9-13, Robert 
Adams, (859) 806-5199, 7.13reunion@gmail.com; 
11th, 328th Trans Co (Lt Hel), Pigeon Forge, 
TN, 5/19-24, Allen Causseaux, (703) 971-3218, 
abc5922@verizon.net; 15th FA Rgt, Colorado 
Springs, CO, 5/16-19, Ray Tingstrom, (808) 
271-1521, ertingstrom@centurylink.net; 26th 
“Yankee” Inf Div, Warwick, RI, 6/6-8, Robert 
Raney, (978) 531-2257; 31st Eng Bn, Las Vegas, 
10/3-6, Bob Powers, (617) 899-3445, powers.bob@

gmail.com; 34th Sig Bn, Branson, MO, 5/14-17, Al 
Hitson, (865) 680-1750, golfman55@hotmail.com; 
36th, 3rd, 28th & 75th Inf Divs, 12th Armd Div, 
XXI Corps (Colmar Pocket, France), Arlington, 
VA, 12/5-8, C. Monika Stoy, (703) 912-4218, 
timmoni15@yahoo.com; 52nd Sig Bn, 581st Sig 
Co (Vietnam, 1965-1971), Corydon, IN, 6/19-23, 
Stu Boaz, (812) 472-3941, oldman@blueriver.net; 
66th Inf Div Panthers, Nashville, TN, 6/23-30, 
Lenore Angelo, (814) 948-9747, pvoangelo@msn.
com; 71st Trans Bn (Long Binh, Vietnam), New 
Orleans, 6/12-16, Alan Furtado, (508) 747-0796, 
alson@verizon.net; 88th Med Det Dental Serv 
(Munich, 1964-1967), Portland, OR, 6/6-7, David 
Torker, (503) 254-8506, mtorker@msn.com

101st Abn 2/501st Inf, 2/319th Arty & 2/11th 
Arty (FSB Abn, Vietnam, 1969), Springfield, 
IL, 5/12-14, Jim Miller, (708) 205-0548, ssjimmy@
comcast.net; 101st Abn Div (Hamburger Hill, 
1969), Clarksville, TN, 5/13-16, Thomas Martin, 
(856) 453-8407, tommartin9385@yahoo.com; 
114th Rgt 44th Inf Div (WWII), Boston, 9/12-14, 
David Weiner, (413) 783-6432, poetman@comcast.
net; 117th AHC, 8th Trans (Light Heli) & Dets 
(Vietnam), Herndon, VA, 6/19-22, Allen Bennett, 
(850) 834-3376, namvet42@hotmail.com; 183rd 
Maint Det, Fort Bragg, NC, 6/6, Pete Hill, (610) 
932-6713, kenneth.b.hill10.civ@mail.mil; 238th 
Eng Cbt Bn (WWII), Nashville, TN, 7/18-21, James 
Druck, (717) 318-2617, jim-druck@verizon.net; 
515th Trans Co (Camp Eagle, Vietnam, 1967-
1971), Kirkwood, MO, 6/28-30, Michael Lavin, 
(314) 640-9816, michaelavin@outlook.com; 529th 
FA Obsn Bn, Niagara Falls, NY, 9/17-20, Michael 
DeMario, (518) 745-8623, mjdemario@aol.com; 
815th Eng Bn & 102nd Eng Co, St. Robert, 
MO, 5/15-17, David Williams, (706) 769-7072, 
815thengr@gmail.com; A Co 25th Avn Bn 25th 
Inf Div “Little Bears,” Branson, MO, 4/24-28, 
Garry Paris, (254) 547-8436, gparis@hot.rr.com

A Co & HQ 4th QM Bn 4th Armd Div, Branson, 
MO, 6/24-27, Lloyd Harfst, (636) 742-2071, 
mlharfst@charter.net; B Co 1st Bn 501st Inf 101st 
Abn (1969-1970), Myrtle Beach, SC, 9/18-21, 
Randy Shaner, (843) 655-5862, rshaner@sc.rr.com; 
B Trp 7th Sqdn 17th Air Cav, Las Vegas, 6/3-7, 
Buddy Harp, (573) 324-3924, buddyharp@yahoo.
com; C Btry 625th FA 40th Div, Branson, MO, 
9/9-12, George Baumli, (972) 547-6940, baumli@
sbcglobal.net; C Co 4/9 Inf (1965-1967), Branson, 
MO, 11/7-12, Robert Hudak, (386) 437-7907, 
b1144@aol.com; C Trp 1/2 ACR (Fort Polk, LA, 
1993-1996), Chicago, 7/18-20, Marcos Rico, (909) 
200-0020, marcosrico30@yahoo.com; Class 1-78 
OCS Fort Benning, Fort Benning, GA, 9/28-29, 
Ralph Butera, (570) 640-2098, ltcbutera@comcast.
net; Fort Greely, AK, Dayton, OH, 9/16-19, Paul 
Lucas, (302) 945-8258, pagelucas2@verizon.net; 
L Co 21st Inf, Branson, MO, 5/1-5, George Vlasic, 
(910) 287-5618, geonanvlasic@atmc.net; USAEUR
G2, Jacksonville, FL, 5/31-6/3, Lee McCaslin, (205) 
655-5081, lmmccaslin1@charter.net

How to submit a reunion
The American Legion Magazine publishes 

reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge.

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 
will publish a group’s listing only once a year. 

Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication.

Other notices
“In Search Of” is a means of getting in touch 

with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 
We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
must include the name of the unit from which 
you seek people, the time period and the 
location, as well as a contact name, telephone 
number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: “In 
Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are published free of charge.

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 

memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member’s own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206.

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be 
approved by the Legion’s Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa-
tion on how to publish a notice.

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing’s CID 
number in your response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for Legion-
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers.

THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT Sokolove Law, LLC (LLP in certain states), Wellesley/MA. Jim Sokolove 
admitted MA/NY only. 100 Church Street New York/NY. Members: Hardy Croxton, Rogers/AR, 
Rich Grabow, 10 Grand Street Hartford/CT (860) 633-1511, Ken LaVan, Ft. Lauderdale/FL, Nick 
Nighswander, Florence/KY, Michael Breaux, Gonzales, admitted LA, Gregg Hobbie, NJ. Matt Christian, 
1007 East Washington Street, Greenville SC. The choice of a lawyer is an important decision that should 
not be based solely upon advertisements. No representation is made that the quality of the legal services 
to be performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers. 
maintains joint responsibility, most cases of this type are referred to other attorneys for principal 
responsibility. Prior results do not guarantee similar outcome. The Wyoming State Bar does not certify 
any lawyer as a specialist or expert. Anyone considering a lawyer should independently investigate the 
lawyer’s credentials and ability, and not rely upon advertisements or self-proclaimed expertise. FREE 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. 
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877-490-9163  

 Asbestos exposure causes mesothelioma

 Nearly 1/3 of mesothelioma cases involve US Navy or 
shipyard exposures

 $30 billion is available for asbestos victims and may 

Diagnosed with
Mesothelioma?

COMPENSATION MAY BE AVAILABLE



Sciatica Pain Relief Pillow 
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CA residents must add 7.5% sales tax
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Please Print Clearly

Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc.
Send Order To:  412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA  91496
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FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional)
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(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment)

____Sciatica Pain Relief Pillow(s) @ $12.97

Add $2.00 Handling For Each Item

FREE Regular Shipping

#82084

www.DreamProductsCatalog.com 
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Doctor Tested & Recommended For

SCIATICA PAIN RELIEF

$1297Now Only

SAVE $7.00
off regular catalog price

was $1997

Sciatica Pain

Relief Pillow

RECEIVE A

WITH EVERY ORDER

Includes

Removable Cover

Specially Designed 
Crevices Don’t Press 

On Painful Nerves

Sciatic 

Nerve

Hard Surfaces 
Cause Pressure On 
The Sciatic Nerve

Pressure/Pain 
Free Seating

Without With

FREE SHIPPING

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back

Sit as long as you want Pain free!  
Bicycle seat shaped cushion is 
designed to take the weight off 
your thighs and bottom helping 
to eliminate sharp radiating pain 
in the lower back, spine and legs.  
Perfect size for any chair at home 
or away and includes removable 
poly/cotton washable cover.  
100% polyester import. FREE 
Shipping on every order.

Drug Free Pain Relief!



COMRADES

JOINT

All 3 Wars Vets Assn, San Antonio, 5/16-19, 
George Winn, (870) 425-9492, g4c85@suddenlink.
net; Berlin U.S. Military Vets Assn, Branson, 
MO, 6/10-15, Jerry Bryson, (706) 217-8610, jerry@
jerrybryson.com; Florida Vietnam & All Vets, 
Melbourne, FL, 4/25-28, Greg Welsh, (321) 501-
6896, vets2gether@fl.rr.com; Navy, Mar Corps & 
Coast Guard Parachute Riggers, Pensacola, FL, 
5/14-17, Lee Meents, (308) 380-8282, leemeents@
gmail.com; Opn Dragoon, Arlington, VA, 8/8-11, 
C. Monika Stoy, (703) 912-4218, timmoni15@
yahoo.com; Ranger CV/CVA 61 (All Crew, 
Sqdns, Mar Det & TAD), St. Louis, 9/18-22, 
George Meoli, (203) 453-4279, uss.ranger@yahoo.
com; Udorn Vets, Weatherford, TX, 7/12-15, Jerry 
Long, (817) 594-4623, jclhydsr71bafb@gmail.
com; Vietnam Military Police Dog Handlers, 
Springfield, MO, 10/10-13, Gary Smith, (713) 
614-2503, puppypusher@att.net

MARINES

8th & I Reunion Assn, Arlington, VA, 5/16-19, 
John Marley, (703) 473-9818, jm1967a15@verizon.
net; ANGLICO, Oceanside/Camp Pendleton, 
CA, 11/7-10, Joe Luque, (661) 725-3415, jlluque@
sbcglobal.net; Marines of Long Ago, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 4/6-20, Joe “Red” Cullen, (203) 
877-0846, aircooledmg7@aol.com; Seagoing 
Marines, Buffalo, NY, 9/10-14, Charlie Sanford, 
(520) 825-5400, csan592864@aol.com; Task 
Force Tarawa, Quantico, VA, 3/23-24, Dion 
Brugger, (469) 556-2447, tftreunion@gmail.com; 
Waikele NAD, Hawaii, Branson, MO, 9/18-21, 
Lanny Rodgers, (814) 425-2425, golfnut2425@
windstream.net; Wasp Mar Det, Branson, 
MO, 9/19-22, Charles Dunkle, (814) 833-6575, 
charlesdunkle@gmail.com

NAVY
Abnaki ATF 96, Charlotte, NC, 9/25-29, Asa 
Myers, (803) 628-8110, asamyers@carolina.
rr.com; Adair APA 91 (WWII), Pigeon Forge, 
TN, 4/21-24, P.G. Caudell, (706) 677-3611; Alfred 
A. Cunningham DD 752, Duluth, MN, 9/18-
21, Harlan Niles, (218) 999-9258, cnhniles@
paulbunyan.net; American Amphib Force 
Assn, Savannah, GA, 10/10-12, Pat McCormick, 
(978) 649-3094, patrick1561@verizon.com; Atka 
AGB 3, Warwick, RI, 4/25-28, Carl Brown, (616) 
308-4846, browncarlione@aol.com; Aucilla AO 
56, Jacksonville, FL, 4/24-28, Anthony Flynn, 
(386) 671-1988, tyga141@aol.com; Bremerton CA 
130/SSN 698, St. Louis, 9/8-12, James Jensen, 
(406) 837-4474, jmbluff1@centurytel.net; 
Corpsmen United, Columbus, GA, 9/26-29, Ken 
Buster, (501) 691-0373; Davidson DE/FF 1045, 
San Diego, 8/22-25, Mike Peck, (952) 380-7616, 
davidson1045@msn.com; Decatur Assn, San 
Diego, 9/19-22, Tony West, tony0705@aol.com

Eaton DD/DDE 510, Dubuque, IA, 7/1-6, Fred 
Hinze, (631) 220-9750, catsupman@optonline.net; 
Escort Sqdn 3 – Bauer DE 1025, Bridget 
DE 1024, Evans DE 1023, Hooper DE 1026, 
Bronstein DE 1027, Charles Berry DE 1035 & 
Any Serv Vessel Attached to Escort Div 31, 
32, 33 (1943-1968), San Diego, 4/17-21, Nelson 
Combs, (415) 776-3343, drjazzcom@sbcglobal.
net; Frank E. Evans DD 754, Virginia Beach, VA, 
9/26-29, Steve Kraus, (760) 941-8184, kraussa@
cox.net; Hawkins DD/DDR 873, Branson, 
MO, 9/10-14, Robert Gates, (814) 941-9298, 
rgates2053@aol.com; Independence CVA/CV 
62, Minneapolis, 9/4-8, Denis Bagley, (828) 648-
7379, www.ussindependencecv-62.org; James 
Madison SSBN 627, Jacksonville, FL, 6/26-30, 
Fred Huwe, (715) 934-4009, fchuwe@cheqnet.net; 
King DLG 10/DDG 41, Charleston, SC, 6/20-23, 
Thomas Hery, (949) 812-1567, tomhery@cox.net; 
Lexington CV 16, Boston, 9/12, Bob DiMonte, 
(850) 492-3483, bobdimo@cox.net

Leyte CV/CVA/CVS 32, Orlando, FL, 10/2-6, John 
(Jack) Mitchell, (480) 946-3993, ussleyte32@
cox.net; LSV Assn – Osage, Saugas, Montauk, 
Paducah, KY, 6/18-20, Duncan Alexander, (270) 
355-2256, alexander63590@bellsouth.net; 
Maury AGS 16, Pensacola, FL, 10/14-18, Danny 
Blanks, (850) 623-4373, dablanks70@att.net; 
McCain DL 3/ DDG 36, Warwick, RI, 9/30-10/3, 
Peter Peterson, (321) 952-2066, peteusna@
aol.com; Mitscher DL 2/DDG 35, Warwick, RI, 
9/30-10/3, Raymond A Caldwell, (513) 542-9488, 
raymondsr@fuse.net; Morrison DD 560, San 
Antonio & Fredericksburg, TX, 5/1-5, Keith 
Beckett, (330) 988-8525, kbeckett@wooster.edu; 
NMCB 40 Seabees, Newport, RI, 4/18-21, Edward 
Holston, (856) 358-0916, nmcbfighting40@aol.
com; Norfolk, Warwick, RI, 9/30-10/3, Bob Godas, 
(516) 293-4115, bobg190@verizon.net 

Northampton CA 26 & CLC/CC 1, Branson, 
MO,  9/9-13, John Gauthier, (352) 666-1779, 
thenorthampton@live.com; Randolph CV/CVA/
CVS 15, Indian Rocks Beach, FL, 9/22-29, Sal Rizza, 
(321) 454-2344; Roanoke CL 145, Herndon, VA, 
4/25-28, Tom Bevan, (732) 608-9483, tomvan15@
comcast.net; Rock SS/SSR/AGSS 274, San 
Antonio, 8/13, Victor Campos, (956) 630-3693, 
vcampos@camposinsurance.com; Sam Rayburn 
SSBN 635, Nashville, TN, 10/13-17, Larry Oiler, 
(207) 651-5875, loiler@metrocast.net; Seawolf, 
Kissimmee, WI, 9/18-22, Scott Jaklin, (262) 
237-8516, seawolf@scottjaklin.com; Spiegel 
Grove LSD 32, Charleston, SC, 10/2-6, Chuck 
Siedschlag, (715) 851-5878, lsd32@frontiernet.
net; Spinax SS/SSR 489, Groton, CT, 5/20-24, 
Jack Hunter, (401) 849-7282, jhunter2007@cox.
net; Sterett DDG 104, Branson, MO, 10/11-13, 
Steve Hayes, (228) 806-4800, shayes@cableone.
net; Stoddard DD 566, Herndon, VA, 9/4-7, Bill 
Melyan, (732) 269-5416, keystonewillie@verizon.
net; Terror CM 5, Indian Rocks Beach, FL, 9/22-29, 
Sal Rizza, (321) 454-2344; Ticonderoga CV/CVA/
CVS 14 & CG 47, Colorado Springs, CO, 5/16-20, 
George Passantino, (720) 929-1844, georgepsr@

aol.com; US Navy 3115 CUB 10 (Hollandia, 
New Guinea), Chattanooga, TN, 6/19-22, 
Linda Evans Critelli, (910) 520-5646, lgecritelli@
gmail.com; VF-141/VF-53 “Iron Angels,” Kansas 
City, MO, 5/20-24, Bill Luxon, (724) 899-2108, 
oneezhr@zoominternet.net; VPB-111/VP-21, 
Virginia Beach, VA, 4/27-30, Bill Kearney, (757) 
498-4389, wak37@verizon.net; VR-22, Norfolk, 
FL, 10/1-5, Gene Shonkwiler, (863) 969-3850, 
gshonkwile@aol.com; VX-4, VW-2, Savannah, 
GA, 5/19-21, Walter Jones, (727) 517-1407, wsjdrj@
att.net; WEST Reunion – White Marsh LSD 
8, Effingham APA 165 & Shadwell LSD 15, 
Charleston, SC, 4/10-14, Larry McCallum, (419) 
693-9491, shaddad15@bex.net; Wilkinson DL 5, 
Warwick, RI, 9/30-10/3, John Lair, (619) 479-7387, 
hobocamp@aol.com; Willard Keith DD 775, 
Jacksonville, FL, 5/15-18, Jay O’Connell, (813) 
634-7991, navy5186@aol.com; Willis A. Lee DL 
4, Warwick, RI, 9/30-10/3, Frank Graham, (718) 
934-6410, frankdl4@optonline.net; Windham 
Bay CVE 92, San Diego, 8/25-28, M.W. Steward, 
(210) 495-4845, windhambay@aol.com; Zellars 
DD 777, Bellingham, WA, 9/9-13, K. Buck, (360) 
306-5445, flourpuss@comcast.net

LIFE MEMBERSHIP
Post 807, CA: Donald E. King
Post 21, MI: Carl R. Johnson

IN SEARCH OF
1/503rd 173rd Abn Med Plt (Camp Kubasaki, 

Okinawa, 1963-1966), Jim Hintzke, (920) 
982-3294, jlea1944@att.net

1st Bn 7th/9th Mar H&S Co (Camp Sukiran, 
Okinawa, Apr 1960-May 1961), John Ward, 
(412) 371-3639, jtwardmarine1@yahoo.com

2nd Bn 3rd FA 3rd Armd Div (All Btrys, 
Germany, 1975-1979), Steve Lucero, (719) 
778-3022, slucero33@yahoo.com

22nd Mar 6th Mar Div (Tsingstao, China, 1945-
1946), Archie Hayes, (205) 755-6776

A Btry 2nd Bn 78th Arty (Bamburg, Germany, 
1963-1965), John Suchodolski, (419) 241-2896

A Co 2nd BG 19th Inf 24th Inf Div (Germany, 
1961-1962), Victor Ater (765) 935-3176 

A Co 115th Rgt 29th Div, Earl Miles, 
(559) 595-8672 

Army Basic Tng (Fort Riley, KS, Nov 1966), 
Joseph Verbanac, (605) 823-4358, verbanac@
wstriv.com

Chemung AO 30 (Vietnam, 1967-1969), Larry 
Braden, (970) 209-1527, lgb@cavenet.com

Co 350 (Sampson NTS, NY, July-Sept 1945), 
Gordon Knapp, (315) 839-5482 

D Btry 3rd Msl Bn 1st Arty ARADCOM 
(Finleyville & Elrama, PA, 1959-1963), 
Robert Sawyer, (207) 591-9100 

Rockville EPCER 851 (1965-1966), Larry Braden, 
(970) 209-1527, lgb@cavenet.com

Ticonderoga CVA 14 X Div (1956-1959), Jerry 
Cole, (708) 227-0073, jcole251@yahoo.com

USNA Prep School (Bainbridge, MD), Donald 
Gene Anderson, drdon17@yahoo.com

TAPS
Willard W. Brandt, Dept. of North Dakota. 

Dept. Cmdr. 1958-1959, Nat’l Vice Cmdr. 
1959-1960 and Nat’l Americanism Cmsn. Vice 
Chmn. 1960-1962.

Duane W. Neuman, Dept. of Wisconsin. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1983-1984 and Nat’l Counter-Subversive 
Activ. Cmte. Consultant 1995-2010.

Ralph J. Reel, Dept. of Tennessee. Dept. Cmdr. 
1993-1994, Nat’l Vice Cmdr. 1995-1996, Nat’l 
Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1998-2000, Nat’l 
Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1994-1995 
and 2009-2010, Nat’l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 
2002-2004, Nat’l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1991-1993, Nat’l Legis. Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Memb. 2002-2004, Nat’l Public Relations 
Cmsn. Memb. 1997-2002 and 2004-2006, and 
Nat’l Sec. Tng. Cmte. Memb. 1958-1962.

Burton E. Tiemersma, Dept. of Indiana. Nat’l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
1993-2010.

Unlock your

AMERICAN 

LEGION 

beneits.
You have access to benefits, 

discounts and services reserved for 

members of The American Legion  

and their families.

RENEW ONLINE NOW!
To retain your exclusive member 

benefits, visit

 www.legion.org/renew.
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LEGION SHOPPER

Call today for a FREE color

catalog of over 150 eye-catching

Classic Military Rings, plus a

Special Report you should read

before buying any service ring:

1-573-221-7786 (24 hr. recorded
message). Or write: Classic Rings,

1209 Broadway, Dept. A-313,

Hannibal MO 63401.

www.ClassicRings.com

Code A-313

Rings to Honor
Your Service

          

www.FlagAndBannerSupply.com


 



Top Quality
Heavy Duty
All U.S. Made

Call for quotes on  
flagpole discounts

   Full Line of Flags & Banners 

    New & Complete Catalogue 

    1-800-526-FLAG (3524) 
    

  
Full discounts to organizations

NEW!
OPEN FIT

TECHNOLOGY
Most Brands

Any size 
or style

FREE Telephone Hearing Test
FREE Consultation with Technician
FREE TRIAL

5 year 
warranty $339 95

Hearing ONE  1-800-249-4163

      NOT AVAILABLE IN WA
100 Main St., Marty, SD 57361

DIGITAL HEARING SALE

Tgrcktu"&9922
Since1981

Ocfg"kp"vjg"W0U0C0 none higher$249 95  
to

 $499 95

EEE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-20
www.wideshoes.com 

1-800-992-WIDE 
Dept. 5D3    Hingham, MA 02043

FREE catalog
200+ styles

MEN’S WIDE

SHOES

●   H AT   P I N S   ●
    M E D A L S  ●

●  FREE COLOR CATALOG

●  2500+ Military Designs
●  Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines
●  Call now! Toll-free!

  1-888-223-1159

●  Custom pins & patches available.
 Dealer inquires welcome.

HONORS
by Hoover’s Mfg., Co.

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354
Fax: 1-815-223-1499

Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.comB
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HEARING AIDS
UP TO 60% SAVINGS

30-DAY

TRIAL

TRY
BEFORE
YOU BUY

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES!
 ALL MAKES & MODELS TERMS ARRANGED

 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE ALL MAKE REPAIRS

CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL:

1-800-323-4212
We’re the oldest, biggest and best

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL         P.O. BOX 7355, ROCKFORD, IL 61126
Visit our Website at www.lloydhearingaid.com

This is all 
you wear!

NOT AVAILABLE IN WA. 

VIAGRA®

STRONGER

THAN

Pharmaceutical Grade Without Prescription!

   

1-866-611-6891

* Free Shipping * Discreet Packaging
          * Money Back Guarantee
    Credit Cards & Checks By Phone.

TOLL FREE
ORDER LINE

Or Send Check or M.O. To:
P.E. Labs, 6409 S. Western Ave. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73139-1703

    (30 pills) - 100mg  $59.95
    (60 pills) - 100mg  $99.95
    (90 pills) - 100mg  $139.95

order online www.pillmedica.com
Viagra® is a registered trademark of Pfizer Inc.

Palmer  Industries  
P O Box  5707ASZ
Endicott  NY 13763

     Now,  One hand operated
        Unlimited range hybrid electrics
                              800 847 1304Free Brochure

Made 

in USA

www.palmerind.com

   Small scooters,  Pedal/Electrics,  
 Electric Hub Kits for Trikes & Bikes

Since

1973

FREE 
Medical Review 

Included

BUY THE REAL VIAGRA

HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL

WWW.VIAMEDIC.COM

800-547-9942

LIKE
THE LEGION

WWW.LEGION.ORG/FACEBOOK

The American Legion’s family of Facebook pages 

keeps Legionnaires and their friends connected 

and informed about the organization. Find your 

favorites from our online portal and follow us.
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He does the work of three men: Larry, Moe and Curly.

ON HER WEDDING DAY, a bride walked 
down the aisle only to see the groom 
standing at the altar with his golf bag and 
clubs at his side.

“What are your golf clubs doing here?” 
she whispered. 

“Well,” the groom replied, “this isn’t 
going to take all day, is it?”

I READ A BOOK on levitation the other 
day. I couldn’t put it down.

AN OLD MARRIED COUPLE sat on the 
couch watching a TV program about death 
planning. “Honey,” said the husband, turning to 
his wife with a grim expression, “I want you to 
promise me that if there ever comes a time that I 
depend on machines and bottled fl uids to stay 
alive, you will make sure to put an end to it.” 

“No problem, honey,” his wife replied. She 
promptly rose, turned off the TV and poured his 
beer down the drain.

WHAT DO YOU CALL an unemployed jester?
Nobody’s fool.

AN OFFICE MANAGER asked a job applicant if she 
had any unusual talents. She told him that she had 
won several prizes in crossword puzzle and 
jingle-writing competitions.

“That’s nice,” the manager replied, “but we need 
someone who can be smart during offi ce hours.”

“Great!” the applicant said. “That actually was 
during offi ce hours.”

AN OLD MAN told his grandson, “You know, back 
in the old days, you could go to the store with a 
dollar and get a loaf of bread, a dozen eggs and a 
watermelon. You can’t do that today. There’s just 
way too many surveillance cameras.”

ON PALM SUNDAY, a 5-year-old boy woke up ill 
and stayed home from church with a sitter. When 
his family returned, they were carrying palm 
fronds. Johnny asked what they were for.

“People held them over Jesus’ head as he walked 
by,” his father explained.

“Wouldn’t you know it?” Johnny fumed. “The 
one Sunday I don’t go and he shows up.”

“BARBARA WALTERS asked Gov. Chris Christie 
if he was too fat to be president. A lot of people are 
criticizing Barbara for asking that question. But in 
fairness, she asked that exact same question when 
she interviewed William Howard Taft.” – Jay Leno

“As you can see, recent changes have left us 
with a greatly simplii ed operational structure.”

“I guess you have another excuse to not take out the garbage.”

“Can’t a guy ask for $25 to repair a window 
without having to answer a lot of questions?”



DEFECTIVE HIP

REPLACEMENT

We have learned that from studies past, present and ongoing that certain hip replacements made by the 
following companies and the following identiied types have been recalled or are subject to pending 
national litigation.  The hip replacement devices of concern are the following:

If you or a family member have had one or both hips replaced since 2002, and do not know the name of 
the manufacturer of your hip prosthesis or replacement device, but are having problems from pain, 
mobility or other concerns, then you may be entitled to compensation for the defective hip replacement 
device.  The Branch Law Firm, a nationally known law irm, is handling these type cases and speciically 
representing clients on a national basis regarding the following hip devices: Depuy ASR, Depuy Pinnacle, 
Zimmer Durom and Wright. Call for a conidential interview, 1-800-828-4529 or 1-800-243-3534 and 
visit our website at www.branchlaw�rm.com.

Oices

New Mexico 2025 Rio Grande Boulevard, NW, Albuquerque, NM 87104

Texas 808 Travis Street, Suite 1553, Houston, TX 70022

Washington, DC 601 Pennsylvania Avenue, Suite 900, Washington, D.C. 20004

1-800-828-4529
www.branchlaw�rm.com

Turner W. Branch, a principal and senior partner of the Branch Law Firm, retired as a 1st Lieutenant in the United 
States Marine Corps in 1968.  He served on active duty in Camp Pendleton, California and at the Marine Corps Air 
Facility (MCAF) in Santa Ana, California.  While at Camp Pendleton he served with the Second Battalion, Fifth 
Marines, First Marine Division (FMF) USMC.

DEPUY ORTHOPAEDICS, INC

ASR™  Acetabular System 

ASR™  Hip Resurfacing System

Pinnacle® (Metal on Metal only)

ZIMMER, INC

Durom® Acetabular Cup  

WRIGHT, INC.

Conserve Cup Total Hip



FOR MAXIMUM COMFORT,
ORDER YOUR USUAL WAIST SIZE!

Waist:   32   34   36  38   40   42   44
Big Men (SAME LOW PRICE):

46   48   50   52   54   56   58   60
Inseams: XS(25-26)  S(27-28)  M(29-30)

L(31-32)  XL(33-34)

2 for $24
3 for $36
4 for $48

Imported

per pair in 
lots of 2 
or more!

per pair
in lots of 2
or more!

WOW! Now Only

Hab and #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, PA 18434-1834

Send ____ pants. I enclose $_______ 
purchase price plus $5.99 toward 
shipping. In GA add tax.

Navy

For ALL Waists 32 - 60!

Reg. 2 for 29.95

Pewter

Famous Maker Set of 3 Belts!
Even sizes. 32 to 58. 
Genuine Leather. 
Black & Brown assorted 
colors. 
Add Just $10 per set!

What Size: ______        

How Many Sets: ______

7ØR93 (31) assorted

On-Line Quick Order

High-Quality, No-Wrinkle Fabric!

Your favorite premium quality 
dress pants, IMPROVED with
invisible Fit-Forever®

Expansion Waist! Guaranteed
to be the Best Fitting, Best
Feeling pair of pants you ever
owned! Tailored in excellent
dress fabric that feels and
drapes like wool, but is
100% woven polyester —
machine wash & dry with
no shrinking, no wrinkling, 
and NO IRONING!

Styling Appointments:
Trim flat front, 4 pockets, 
button close, nylon zipper. 

Cordovan

When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it electronically. Funds may be withdrawn from
your account as soon as the same day we receive your payment, and you will not receive your check back from your financial institution.

Tan

Slate

Card # _____________________________________ Exp.: ____/____

Mr. Mrs. Ms. ______________________________________

Address _____________________________ Apt. # ______ 

City & State________________________ Zip ___________

Phone/Email ______________________________________

Haband  Blair  Visa

MC  Discover® Network  

AmEx  Check

100%
Satisfaction
Guaranteed
or Full Refund 

of merchandise 

purchase price.

TANØ2

SLATE8A

PEWTER6B
CORDOVAN

NAVY

BLACK (not shown)

WHAT
WAIST?

WHAT
INSEAM?

HOW
MANY?7ER–Ø1V3P

N7
Ø1

Ø3
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p

o
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For Faster Service Call: 1-800-543-4810 or visit www.Haband.com/bestdeals

LAST CHANCE at

this Low Price!

#1 Bargain Place
Jessup, PA 18434-1834
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